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Lecture XXIX. 
Of Inflammation ofthe Mucous Membrane 
of the Intestines. 
Gentlemen, 


INFLAMMATION of the mucous mem- 
brane of the intestines is attended, afier 
a time, with increased secretion and con- 
sequent discharge; and the affection is 
termed diarrhea, or purging. Now it is 
necessary that you should know how 

rging is effected ; for some of the terme 

general use convey a very false idea 
of the thing. Purging is frequently said 
to be owing to reluxation, or weakness of 
the bowels; implying, that they are pas- 
sive on the occasion ; which is quite con- 
trary to the truth, and leads to improper 
treatment. The immediate cause of the 
discharge of the contents of the intestines 
is the muscular action of the canal, ex- 
erted in an undulatory or worm-like man- 
ner, and called accordingly the vermicu- 
lar, or peristaltic motion. This action is 
greater or less at different times, and the 
evacuation is in proportion. All purging, 
therefore, implies greater action on the 
Part of the intestines ; and consequently 
the terms relaxation and weakness are im 
gorere. The system in such cases may 

altogether weak, but the intestines 

themselves are always in a state of in- 
creased action in diarrhea. The dis- 
charge, again, is facilitated by the con- 
tents being rendered more liquid; and 
this effect is produced by a more copious 
secretion taking place from the mucous 
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membrane. To understand the nature of 
diarrhea, therefore, you must take into 
account the two circumstances now men- 
tioned, viz. the increased peristaltic motion, 
and the increase’ secretion from the mu- 
cons membrane, both of which take place 
when this membrane is in a state of in- 
flammation. 

Dicarrhaa, or purging, however, may 
take place without any inflammation of 
the mucous membrane, and, in fact, with- 
out any actual disease of the intestines 
themselves. Their natural action may 
be simply increased from a variety of 
canses, in which they themselves have no 
direct concern. Thus purgative medi- 
cines, as well as various other drugs, 
have this effect; but in this case, in ge- 
neral, the purging continues no longer 
than till the irritating substance is dis- 
charged. So, if the functions of the 
stomach are imperfectly performed, there 
may be acid or putrescent matter gene- 
rated there; and this passing into the 
intestines may irritate them, and produce 
increased evacuations, Again, a larger 
quantity of bile may be secreted by the 
liver, or bile of a more acrid quality; or 
the bile may be pent up for atime by 
gall-stones, and then suddenly poured 
ont: either of these may produce tem- 
porary diarrhea. An abscess of the 
liver, or of any other part within the ab- 
domen, bursting into the intestine, may 
produce the same effect. All these may 
take place without any disease of the 
intestines themselves; and the effect will 
be greater or less, according to the states 
of irritability of the canal. 

But often the mucous membrane be- 
comes actually inflamed from these or 
other causes; and, as in other parts of 
similar structure, increased secretion fol- 
lows; the muscular fibres of the intes. 
tine become at the same time more irri- 
table and active, and thus increased dis- 
charges, or purging, takes place. . This 
inflammation may be excited by any of 
the cvses above enumerated, when ap- 
plied with more than the usual intensity ; 
and then the purging will continue al- 


though the cause has been removed, or 
B (June 17, 1826.} 
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| may continue and go through the usual 
course 


duce Hy if lied ex 
trem in some th This disease has sometimes proved 

fatal ~ twelve hours; but when about to 


in others, owing to isposition, Thix e 
; for | terminate tavénrably, sweats come 
some the intestines ate at all fimes fo} om and the paid and symptoms 


irritable, that the slightest irregularity | cease. 
Will produce purging. This irritability of} Cowses.—Cholera morbus rarely appears 
the intestines i-, in genersl, greater iM) except towards the end of sammer, and 
the morning than at the lattef part ©) j¢ js observed to confine itself chiefly to 
the day. A predisposition to such dis-| the month of August; it prevails with 
eases exists remarkably in hot climates ;| greater frequency and violence the longer 
tin what way the effect is produced it| and notter the summer proves; this, 
difficult to understand, A similar pre-| therefore, may be considered as the pre- 
disposition to sach affections is observ >d| disposing cause. The immediate, or ex- 
also towards the end of summer in tem-| citing causes are exposure to cold, indi- 
perate climates, and has been ascribed to! gestible matter of amy kind taken into 
eating fruit; but though excess in this|/ the stomach, but especialiy putrescent 
may excite immediate purging, the mo-| substances. Crabs and other shell fish 
derate use of fruit rather tends to lessen| readily produce it in certain individaals, 
the predi-position, by lessening the irri-| Inhaling putrid vapours will likewise oc- 
tability of the system altogether. casionally produce it, Arsenic (and pro- 
Now the inflammation of the mucous! bably other mineral poisons) give rise to 
membrane may be in different degrees,| symptoms that are not distinguishable 
and more or less extensive ; and the dis-| (rom cholera produced by other causes, 


ease has received different names accord- 

ingly. When, for example, the whole Theory of Cholera Morbus.—There is 
tract of the alimentary canal is thus| £reat reason to believe that this disease 
affected’, (stomach as well as intestines) consists in an inflammation of the mucous 
the disease has been called cholera mor-| ™embrane of the whole tract of the ali- 
bus; when it affects pretty generally the | ™eMtary canal (including the stomach) 
smail intestines, we call it diarrhea; and the increased secretion of bile being only 
when the large intestines principally, it sevondary, and the result of irritation, as 
is termed dysentery. These three are|im other cases of violent vomiting and 
therefore essentially the same, and differ| Purging. The pain that precedes as weil 
chiefly in extent, and the particular seat|#* accompanies the disorder, and which 
which they occupy. As, however, there olten remains, with heat and tenderness 
is some difference in regard to the treat-| '® 

is wi ssary peak of| ceased; the furred tongue, and o 

tebrile symptoms that succeed the cold- 


“ ly. ness, are all signs of abdominal inflamma- 
tion. Besides that the disease is bronght 
Chsleve on by many causes that act immediately 


ition. Vomiting and parging of | 0 the macoux membrane, and which can 
bilious matters, tormina, with cramps of | "ave no direct influence on the liver, the 
the legs.” of the disease. view 
. of the nature of cholera, you wi use- 
History.—The symptoms of this disease] fq) jn practice ; for the disease is most 
are, violent pain in the stomach anit! successinily treated by meaws that are 
bowels, quickly followed by enormous| adapted to the cure of inflammation © 
vomiting and parging of biliows matiers,| ihe mucons membrane in general. 


whence the name cholera, bile or choler 


The treatment of cholera is very simple, 


being supposed to be the actual cause o!/ and has not been materially improved 
the di-ease. There is great depression] Jinge the time of Sydenham. In most 
trequent,| cases, it may be said to cure itself; the 

en very irregular. Other symp | vomiting aud purging ceasing sponta- 
toms often preseut are, hicenp, cramps | neonsty, after a short time. It is best at 
and coldness of the extremi-j first to encotitage the distharges, by 


. | giving warm water freely, or, if you choose, 

Cholera is often accompanied with idio-! mucilaginous drinks, thongh these are of 
pathic fever, which may erntinne after{ no moment. By proceedmg in this way, 
the cholera has subsided. ‘l'ere is then} (wo ends are answered—every thing that 
headache, brown tongne, p ostration of} may be present of an irritating quality 
the museniar strength, w the other’ is got rid of; while the inereased secre- 
symptoms of ordinary fever, wd — from the mucous membrane, tends to 
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DIARRHEA, 355 


‘ake off the inflammation, as in the case 
of ordinary eatarrh. You may then give 
opium, combined with stimulants of any 
kind, such as oe, the essential oils, 
camphor, &c. The opinm may be either 
given in a full dose at once, or in small 
anil repeated doses; it is difficult to say 
which is the better mode. Marm fomen- 
tations should be applied to the abdomen 
and the lower exiremities; and if prac- 
ticable, the warm bath. Anodyne clysters 
= also be exhibited with advantage. 

f, when the vomiting and purging 
have ceased, there remains pain of a 
continued kind in the abdomen, with ten 
derness to the touch, a blister should be 


the feet. Irritating matters of all k 
introduced into the stomach, or genera 
there, are to be ranked among the occa- 
sional canses of the disease. 

You must bear in mind what T said, 
when treating of chronic inflammation of 
the intestinal canal, namely, that diar- 
chia, or purging, is not always primarily 
an affection of the mucous membrane, but 
may be a-»ymptom of a disorgan zed state 
of the intestine. It is also frequently the 
cons: quence of disease in the mesenteric 
glands, sendering the intestinal canal 
more irritable than usual, 

Treat xent.—With respect to the treat- 


ment of diarrhea, it is sufficiently simple, 


applied; and even blood.etting practised, ; attention always being paid to the proba- 


if the pulse or general strength will allow ) bie cause 


of it. After an interval of 24 hours or 
little more, a mild purgative should be 
fives, in order to gnard again«t accumu- 
ation of matters in the intestines, which 
might reprodace the disease, 

When cholera prevails epidemically, it 
is observed to oceur in various degrees ; 
sometimes there is vomiting only, during 
winch bile is thrown ap (called then é- 
tous vomiting); sometimes there is purg- 
ing, without vemeting; and sometimes 

ain, without either vomiting or purging 
Malied bilious cholic). These are all ot 
the same general nature, and require the 
same general treatment to be applied to 
them; always taking care that sufficient 
evacuations are procured betore opiates 
are had recourse to. 


2. Diurrhea. 


Definition.—** Frequent evacuation of 
liquid 


History.—This disease is characterized 
by a trequent discharge of thin feculent 
matters, the stools becoming gradually 
more watery aud less copiens, and at 
Jength slimy, and sometimes bloody ; at- 
tended more or less with griping pains, 
the eff ct of spasmodic contraction. There 
is generally also soreness of the abdomen, 
and often pyreria, with deficient appetite. 
The taking of food genera ly produces 
a steol. Sometimes the food passes un- 
changed, and the disease is then termed 
lientery, from an unfounded notion that 


In most cases, the disease is 
better left to itself, when, after a short 
time, as a day or two, it generally ceases 
spontaneously; whereas the hasty sup- 
pression of it by opiates and astringents, 
is often followed by a relapse, or even a 
conversion of it into enteritis, the inflam- 
mation extending itselt to the general 
substance of the intestine. 

It the divease appear to arise from 
indigested food in the stomach, a gentle 
emetic of ipecacuanha, will be proper. It 
is curious to observe how jong matters 
will remain undigested in the stomach, 
whilst the digested part of the food passes 
on. An emetic, therefore, is almost 
always useful: it may do good, also, upon 
the principle of counter-irritation Lf the 
disease arise trom fermentation in the 
stomach and consequent acidity, you may 
give antacids, such as the prepared chalk, 
or magnesia. Acidity is a common cause 
of diarthoea in children, and the diseare 
is in general readily cured by the means 
stated. 

When diarrhera arises from cold, induc- 
ing inflammation of the mucous mem- 
brane, similar to catarrh, (which is the 
most common case) we are not toattempt 
to check it in the first instance, because 
the evacuation tends to carry off the in- 
flammation; it is, in fact, the natural 
cure. If it continue longer, so as to dis- 
tress the patient cousiderably, then reme- 
dies are to be employed. 

Now, if the patient is strong, and there 
is much pain or soreness of the abdomen, 
and the fevsile symptoms ran high, even 


the spleen (/ien) was concerned. At other 
times, the stools are whitish, which was 
supposed to be owing to the presence of 
chyle, aud the affection was then called | 
the calive passion: probably, however, 
this appearance arises from av alteration 
in the secretion trom the mucous mem 


is most frequently 
produced by cold, especially by wetting 


bleeding is proper to a moderate extent, 
and will greatly facilitate the cure. At 
all events, mild purgatives should be em- 
ployed. Tie vaturai purging does not 
entirely evacuate the intestines; for a 
purgative wilt often bring asay fecwlent 
matter, after the diarthaa has existed for 
many days. All purgatives, however, are 
not equally proper. Rhubarb is one of 
the best ( it does not operate as 


= 
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an astringent, as has often been supposed.)| Symptoms.—The evacuations in this 
When the action of the rhubarb is over,| form of disease, are frequent, but smail 
the purging generally ceases: if not.|in quantity; they are, at the same time, 
opium in small quantities will be found! slimy, and often frothy, and consist 
useful; such as a quarter or half of a, chietly of the mucus ef the colon and 
gtain, administered three or four times in| rectom. When the inflammation is vio- 
twenty-four hours. In slight cases, it | lent, coagnlable lymph, instead of mucus, 
will be sufficient to administer it at nigh | ts thrown out; sometimes collected in 
only. Opinm lessens the irritability of |'amps, and sometimes in flat masses, like 
the eanal, diminishes the peristaltic mo-! the lining membrane of the intestine 
tion, and also the secretion: so that it| peeled off, which they hive been supposed 
does good iu various ways, and is by far|to be, but improperly. Sometimes the 
the most powertul remedy we can em-‘di-charge is purulent, and sometimes 
ploy but it should not be given too early | streaked with blood, or blood may be 
the disease, for the reasons stated, copiously di-charged; whence the term 
As the disease is attended with a de-! bloody flux, often applied to it. 
termination of blood towards the intes-| Bile isseldom found in the evacuations, 
tines, the circulation should be directed | The disease is generally atiended with 
to the surface, by diaphoretics; and for pyrexia, or febrile symptoms. p 

this purpose stimulants may be combined | Theory.— Dysentery is an inflammation 
with the opinm; as camphor, or some-| of the macons membrane of the large in- 
times even ammonia. jtestines, as diarrhea is of the smal/. It 


Astringents ave seldom proper at first ; 
as, by stopping the secretion, the inflam- 
mation is apt to increase, and even to af- 
fect the substance of the intestine, pro- 
ducing acute ivflammation, which has 
sometimes proved fatal. After a time, 
astringents, as well as opiates, may Le 
property employed; and the vegetable 
‘ones are generally to be preferred, such 
as red rose leaves, catechu, kino, log- 
wood, or others. These are commonly 
more effectual, when given in combina- 
tion with stimulants and opiates, and 
likewise wih chalk. If the purging, atter 


is properly enongh placed by Dr. Cullen 
in the same order oi diseases as Cutarrh ; 
bnt not for the reason stated, namely, as 
being attended with an increased dis- 
charge merely, but as being an affection 
of the same structure, the mucous mem- 
brane. Upon this ground, diarrhea ought 
to be classed with the other, and not 
among the order of spasms, with which it 
hax no real affinity; for the occurrence 
of spasm, whether in diarrhea or in dy- 
sentery, is altogether accidental. 
Dysentery otten succeeds beth to cho- 
lera and diarrhea, the inflammation leav- 


being suppressed by these means for a/ ing the upper part of the canal, passes 
time, continnes to reenr, and that re-/ gradually downwards, and concentrates 
peatedly, there is then reason to suspect 'tsel! on the codon and rectum. The lower 
the existence of organic lesion, which | part of the dim has been found also to 
must be treated in the manner already partake of the disease, It often ends in 
explaived, Attention should be paid to) ulceration, with thickening and contrac- 
the diet of the patient. Food should be, tion of the gut. From the extremity of 
‘taken sparingly, because the stomach in| the rectum being inflamed, tenesnius and 
general has its action impaired in these prolapsas ani are apt to take place, and 
cases, There is, however, a great deal| occasion great distress to the patient. 
of unnecessary refinement practised in| The neck of the bladder likewise often 
these cases, in regard both to food and | Suffers, and strangury is the consequence. 


drinks. The appetite may in general be| At the same time that the action of the 
safely trusted tu, provided there is a limi. Colon and rectum is violent, the peristal- 
tation in regard to quantity. The im-| tic motion of the parts above is diminish- 
pregnating the substances taken as drinks @4 3 as is the secretion both from the mu- 
with viscid and mucilaginous substances, | cous membrane and the liver; whence it 


does not at ail answer the purpose of} 
sheathing the bowels, which is an absurd | 
and mechanical notion. Warm water! 
lone is far preferable. 


3. Dysentery, 
Definition.—“ Frequent mucons or 
bloody stools, the faeces being at the 
same time retained, or passed at inter- 
vals only, and then in an indurated state ; 


witb tormina, and tenesmus.” 


is, that the faces are retained, often for 
two or three days, and become indurated 
in consequence ; and thus hard masses of 
feculent matter (called scybala) are dis- 
charged from time to time, and give rise 
to severe griping pains (tormma); 80 
that in reality one might say, there was 
both costiveness and purging at the same 
time. 

Progress and duration.—In violent 
cases, dysentery may terminate fatally ia 
two or three weeks, but sometimes is pro- 
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racted to as many years, and often ends 

in dropsy. It may terminate in ulcera- 
tion, or contraction of the gut; but rarely 
in gangrane. 

Causes.—Exposure to cold and mois 
ture, and probably marsh miasmata, ap 
pear to be the most common causes 0 
dysentery. The disease prevails most in 
hot climates, and in autumn, and iv 
marshy situations. Now when feve 
arises in these places, there being a pre 
disposition to dysentery, chis hecome- 
combined with the fever, and so the disease 
altogether has been supposed infections ; 
bur itis probably the fever, rather, that i- 
80; for, it is not at all certain that simple 
dysentery is infections. The combination 
of fever in these cases is known by the 
usnal symptoms, namely, the affection of 
the head, brown tongue, and prostration 
of strength. At times the tever is epidemic, 
an: occasionally assumes an intermitting 
form. The disease at such times often 
ends fatally in a few days, and carries off 
great numbers in camps and armivs, whe 
are al! equally exposed to the causes of the 
disease. Sometimes it becomes chronic, 
and lasts for months, or even years 
Should the intermittent centinae with the 
dysentery, it commonly assumes the quar- 
tan form as usual. Dysentery differs a 
good deal in temperate climates, in au- 


this purpose, rhubarb is one of the best. 
It should be given daily, in doses of from 
five to fifteen grains. If there be much pain 
and restiessness, a smal! dose of opium 
may be given at night. Castor oil is also 
a good medicine, and relieves the tormina, 
or gripings, as ail purgatives do, Fre. 
quent glysters to relieve the tendesmas, 
are necessary. They should be mucila- 
gnous,and exhibited in smail quintities 
only, as from four to six ounces; starch 
or thick gruel, with opium, is usually 
preferred. 

When the disease is obstinate, diapho- 
retics must be assiduously used. Small 
doses of ipecacwanla aud opium, or the 
Dover's powder, are well adapted to the 
purpose. Keeping the patient in bed for 
a few days, is of great advantage. Fo- 
menting the bowels will also be useful, 
and if there is much soreness, a blister 
may be usetully applied. A combination of 
calomel, antimony, and opium, given so as 
to affect the mouth, ts -ometimes advanta- 
geous. ddstringents ave never u-elul while 
the ¢ormina continue vioient; for they 
may increase the inflammation. But a'ter 
4 time they may be given, in the intere 
vals of employing purgatives. 

The treatment of dysentery, when sime 
ple, may Le summed np in a tew words. 
You are to remember that it is inflamna- 


tumn and in spring ; hence two varietics of | tion you are treating, which requires the 


it have been lad down, the autumnal and | Common antiphlogistic means, accommo- 


the vernal. ‘the vernal is more inflam 
matory, the pulse being strong and full, 
as well as hard; the tongue white; and 
the heat of the body greater. 
Treatment.—In vernal dysentery or 
whenever the inflammatory symptoms 
before mentioned are present, bloodletting 
to a moderate extent is generally proper 
at first. The stomach should be cleared 
by an emetic ; which is best given in the 
evening, because sweating often follows, 
which is very serviceable. Purgatives 
are always necessary in dysentery, in all 
its forms, becanse the tices by being re- 
tained, become dry and hard, and thus 
irritate the intestines, so as to keep up 
the disease. Some have given calomel in 
preference ; but this is not a good purga- 
tive fur the purpose, as it ix very uncer- 
tain in this respect; in addition to which 
it is itself cap»ble of indacing dysentery. 
In old cases, however, calomel may be 
serviceable, as in some other chronic in- 
flammations, by inducing mercurial action 
in the system. Some prefer the saline 
purgalives; but these often produce in- 


dated to the strength avd other circum 
stances of the patient. Tue chief pecal- 
arity is, the absolute necessity there is 
tor the frequent use of purgatives of a 
mild description. 

When dysentery is combined with in- 
termitting fever, the management of the 
case is difficult. The cinchona wiil hardly 
influence the intermittent in -uch a state 
of the bowels, while itis rather calculated 


itoiucrease the dysenteric symptoms. It 


is better, in these cases, to endeavour to 
relieve the dysentery in the usual way ; 
‘or this will have no bad effect upon the 
fever, which, on tne contrary, will often 
aubside under the treatment. The remo- 
val of the patient to a pure air, and an 
elevated situation, is a poiut of the great- 
est moment. 
Colic. 

Definition Viole t Ainetaating pain 
in the abdomen; with Constipation and 
<ometimes vomiting, without tbe signs of 
inflammation.” 

H'story.—Besides inflammation and its 


creased secretion, without discharcing ( -onsequences, as already deacribed, the 
the more solid contents of the intestines. jintestinal canal is liable to spasm, which 
The object is, to keep up the peristaltic jin this part is called colic. 


motion, and thus prevent accumn- 


lation of feces in the bowels; and for 


The symptoms are, very acute pain, 


chiefly about the navel; the patient bends 
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the body forward for ease; there is con- | often employed in these cases, to prevent 
stipation, and sometimes vomit ; the] the coming on of inflammation, whenever 


pulse is not, in general, much, if at all) the disease 
Bleeding has the further advantage, of 


disturbed ; the muscalar strength is tem 


not readily give way. 


porarily impaired. It is of great impor-| being itself amost ee 


tance to distinguish between colic or mere 


for if taintness should ensue from it, 


spasm of the intestines, and actual in-| spasmodic contraction will cease, at least 
flammation. Now in inflammation the} for the time. 


pulse is quick, the tongue is dry and foul, 


The colic produced by the poison of 


and there ix great soreness of the abdo-| lead, (the colca pictonum) is to be treated 


men, with heat, and the pain is constant ;}i 


n the -ame way. The recurrence of this spe- 


whereas in spasm, the pain fluctuates,| cies of colic may be sometimes prevented 


ant is relieved by pressure. 


by the use of mercury, employed so as to 


The causes of colic are, cold, indigesti-| affect the general system. This remedy 
ble food, acid or other irritating mat-| appears in some degree to counteract the 


ters in the intestines; accumulation of 
feces. There is a variety of colic, which 


poison of lead ; for I have observed it in 
many cases relieve, to all appearance, the 


is of a specific nature, 1 mean, that pro- | colic and the paratysis. 


duced by the application of the poison of 
lead, either internally or externally. This, 
besides constipation, is attended with 

ains about the shoulders and arms, and 


Flatulency of Bowels. 
Air in large quantities is often collected 


in the large intestines; but it does not 


followed at length by paralysis, chiefly | prodace pain until spasmodic contraction 


ot the muscles on the fore-arms. There| takes place c 
is not simply from the distension, but from 


the re-action, or effort to contract. Some- 


are often cramps of the legs, and some- 
times epilepsy. 


So that the pain in this case 


Treatment.—The object of treatment is | times the intestine contracting upon the 
to take off the spasm, upon which both |air, forces it through the »pa-modically- 
the pain and the constipation depend. For | contracted part, into the adjoining portion; 
this purpoxe heat may be applied, in the | and this back again; and so successively 
way of fomentation or otherwise, to the | for a long time, accompanied with a ram- 

omen, or, what is still better, by the|bling noise, termed~ borberygmi. 
hot bath. Internally, stimulants of all| state returns at intervals, daily or oftener, 
kinds are useful, especially alchohol,| «and is a very painful and distressing dis- 
zwiher, ammonia, and the essential oilx,jease. It arises from indigestion, which 
and, as still more powerful, opiam. Or/is the remote canse; and it occurs prin- 
these may be variously combined. An|cipally in females; being oftenin thema 
emetic willoften, upon the principle of | hysterical symptom, 


counter-irritation, take off the spasm ; 
this is more especially proper, where the 
disease is occasioned by improper things 
taken into the stomach. J’urgatives also 
are doubly proper ; first, by removing all 
irritating matters from the intestines ; and 
Next, by eaciting the other parts of the 
canal, they tend to puta stop to the spas- 
modic contraction of the part itself; as 
our principal object in the treatment of 
this affection is to produce stools by re- 
Jaxing the spasm of the intestine. Castor 
oil, sulphate of magnesia, and extract of 
eglocynth are the best for this purpose ; 
as, however, they are often rejected by 
vomiting, the intestines should be stimu 
lated from below, by injections. Other 
means failing, the tobacco injection shovld 
be made trial of; half a drachm, or at 
most «a drachm to a pint. 

Spasm is sometimes fo'lowed by inflam- 
mation; which you must be watchful of. 
When the abdomen becomes hot and ten- 


Treatment.—This affection is often diffi- 
enlt of removal. The food should be of a 
stimulant quality, and chiefly animal. Sé- 
mutants of all kinds give relief. Purga- 
tires are generally reqoired; but they 
onght to be of a stimalant kind, and not 
of violent operation. The turpentines are 
probably among the best. Tonics are also 
useful, combined with purgatives; as 
rhubarb with infusion of gentian. 


Hemorrhoidal affections. 

ition.—The best, perhaps, that 
can be given, is this: ** Pain at the ex- 
tremity of the rectum ; one or more livid 
tubercles at the verge of the ann-, from 
which there is frequently a discharge of 
blood from time to time.” 

Sometimes the tumonrs are sitnated 
within the anus, and are forced down on 
every attempt to evacuate, with much 
suffering to the patient. This state may 
be ascertained by examination with the 


der to the touch, and tebrile symptoms | finger. Sometimes the blood flows in con- 


arise, you may be sure inflammation ix 


siderable quantity without pain, and then 


tuking place. In this case, dioodletting | generally proceeds from a greater dis- 
becomes necessary. Indeed it should be |tance above the snus, and without tu- 


to 
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ON WORMS IN THE INTESTINES. 


mours. Other signs of hemorrhoids have 
been mentioned, such as pain and weight 
in the head, and pain in the loins, but 
these are not constant. 
_ Theory or explanation of the symptoms. 
—The extremity of the rectum, from its 
depending position, from its being sub 
ted to frequent pressure, and other 
causes, is prone both to inflammation and 
hemorrhage. These affections take the 
name ot hemorrhoids, trom the tendency 
to bleed, and that of piles, from the swell- 
ings or protuberances that take place ; 
and sometimes the compound term, bleed- 
ing-piles, is used. 

The immediate cause is, impeded cir- 
culation, which is bronght about in diffe- 
rent ways. The depending posture of the 
part, and still more the frequent pressure 
to which the part is exposed almost habi- 
tually, as already mentioned, may be con- 
sidered as the more remote causes. En- 
largement of any of the abdominal -vis- 
cera, especially of the liver, will have the 
same effet in interrupting the return of 
venous blood from the neighbourhood 
of the anus; as will also an accumulation 
of hardened feces in the rectum. The 


arteries of the part are thus prevented 
from emptying themselves with freedom 
into the veins, and are thereby irritated 
into increased and inflammatory action, 
80 as to produce the states mentioned, 


with tumetaction and hemorrhage. The 
too frequent use of purgatives, especially 
aloetic purgatives, tend also strongly to 
produce these affections. 

Hemor:hoidal affections often become 
periodical ; and when attended with a 
considerable loss of blood at tolerably 
regular periods, acquire importance, inas- 
much as they cannot always be interrupt- 
ed or suppressed without inconvenience, 
or even without danger to the general 
heal 

In the treatment of hemorrhoidal al- 
fections, we are to consider, therefore, 
how far they may have become habitual, 
aud thereby necessary in some degree to 
the general health. When there seems 
reason to believe such to be the case, 
they should not be too hastily suppressed ; 
while, in endeavouring to relieve them, 
attention should be paid to the habit of 
living, for the purpose chiefly of inculcat- 

» where a want of this is 
as and substituting other dis- 
charges of blood from time to time. 

The remote cause should be carefully 
inquired iato, in order, if possible, to its 
removal. Thus, unnecessary pressure 
should be avoided, and especially that 
by the lodgement of accumu- 

jeces in the rectam. Visceral dis 
eases should be relieved, as far as can 


done. If the general health ap to 
haye suffered, or is in danger of doing 30, 
by the ceasing of the accustomed hemor- 
thage, endeavours should be made to re- 
produce this, by sitting over the steam 
of hot water, by the application o! leeches 
from time to Bog and by the frequent 
use of aluetic purgatives, which stimulate 
the rectum in a specific way. The further 
treatment of these disorders is chietl 
local, and falls within the province 
surgery. 
Worms in the Intestines. 


Worms in the intestines are far from an 
uncommon occurrence. There are several 
kinds of them met with in the human 
hedy; as the tenia, or tape-worm; the 
cucurbitina, resembling the seeds of the 
gourd; the lumbricus teres, or commo: 
round worm; and the ascaris, or threa 
worm ; besides others of :arer occurrence. 

A variety of symptoms are pointed oat 
as indicating the pre-euce of worms in the 
alimentary canal; as irregular and often 
voracious appetite ; grinding of the teeth 
during sleep; picking of the postrils ; di- 
lated pupils; gtiping pains about the 
uavel; itching of the anus, and slimy 
stools, Epilepsy, or other convulsive 
affections, are supposed to be produced 
by the presence of the tape-worm more 
particularly. All of these signs, how. 
ever, are equivocal; there is not one of 
them that may not arise independent of 
worms, so as to take place in other dis- 
eases. Many of them are common signs 
ot brain-affection, which is the case with 
voracious appetite, grinding of the teeth, 
dilated pupils, and convulsive divorders, 
all of which very frequently avise from 
this source, and where no worms exist. 
It is true that worms are sometimes dis- 
charged, where such symptoms are pre- 
sent; but they are more probably the 
effect than the cause of the disease; they 
are expelled in couse imence of the greater 
heatof the body, which is usuaily present 
in these cases; and accordingly a febrile 
state of the body, fiom whatever ceuse, is 
frequently followed by the discharge of 
worms, What renders it still more pro- 
bable that worms are not the canse of such 
symptoms as have been described, is, that 
they are very often observed to be pre- 
sent, and the tape worm, as well as the 
others, without umn attended with dis- 
order of any kind. Admitting, however, 
that they do really at times give rise to 
the symptoms mentioned, we ought at 
least to have ocular demonstration of 
their presence, before we have recourse 
to active means for their expulsion; be- 
cause many of the remedies resorted to 


be on such occasions, are in themselves bighly 


objectionable, and capable of doing much 
mischief, especially in infants; such are 
the more drastic purgatives, and calomel 
among the rest. 


REVIEW. 


If worms are actually discharged, and A Practical Di n> amie of 


we have sufficient evidence to believe 
that they are the occasion of the disorder 
present, it my be proper to atiempt their 
removal, This is accomplished in two 
ways; first, by adminis:ering medicines 
which, as is supposed, will destroy the 
worms, and which are called anthelmin- 
tics; secondly, by forcibly dislodging 
them, by exciting a violent action of the 
intestinal canal by purgatives, 

The efficacy of many or most of the an- 
thelmintics that have been proposed, is 
vory questionable. This is shown by the 
fact, that none of them retain long their 
reputation; which they might be expected 
to do, if they were really as efficacious as 
alleged. 
tin, the fern-root, the anthelmia, or In- 


obviating and treating the varieties of 
Costiveness, which occur at different 
periods of life, and in cases of predispo- 
sitions to various Constitutional Mala- 
dies, in peculiar temperaments of body, 
in disorders of the lungs, stomach, liver, 
rectum, &c., and during Pregnancy, by 
Medicine, Diet,&c. By RicHarp Reece, 
M. D. Member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons. 8vo. pp. 351. Longman 
and Co. 1826. 


I may mention the powder of De. R is pretty generally hone ie 


dian pink root. and the cow-itch: these,| the public as the author of * The Medi- 
with many others, are liable to the obser-| a) Guide for the use of the heads of 
vation I have just made. Purgatives, and Families, the Clergy, &c.,” and as Edi- 


those of the most active kind, are in 


reality the only unequivocal means we|tor of a periodical work, called ‘* The 


possess for removing worms from the in 
testines. The oil of turpentine deserves 
to be distinguished here, tor its superior 


efficacy ; and ic is particularly service-| jj¢ medicine. 


Gazette of Health,” both of them devoted 
to what may be calied popular or domes- 


We look upon the present 


able ln removing the tape-worm, which volame as a continuation of the series, 


it commonly does entire, while other pur- 


gatives bring the worm away piece-meal./ bat are by no means prepared to assert 
It requires to be exhibited in alarge dose, that, as well as its predecessors, it does 


as av ounce, or an ounce and a half; in 
which quantity it eperates much more 
mildly than could have been expected. 
It commonly purges very quickly and ac- 
tive y, but still without violence, Some- 
times it occasions vomiting, and a kind 
of intoxication, which lasts « few hours, 
but is of no importance. It is remark- 
able, that although in small doses the oi/ 
of ty aed is apt to irritate consider- 
ably the urinary organs, it seldom has 
this effect when largely administered, 
probably, because its quick operation as 
@ purgative, leaves no time tor its being 
absorbed by the lacteals. 

Where ascarides ave lodged in great 
numbers in the rectum, as is often the 
case, they may be removed by an injec- 
tion of the oi! ot turpentine. 

It is not to be torgotten, that worms 
are rarely found, where the natural 
functions of the stomach and bowels are 
well performed, Hence it is an object of 
the first importance to restore the healthy 
action of these parts by ditters and other 
tonics, an by attention to the patient's 
diet. Now it is evident, that the frequent! 
employment of drastic purgatives would 
counteract this object. 


‘ot contain many things tu interestthe pro- 
ession. Costiveness, one of the most 
common “ ills that flesh is heir to,” the 
ertile, and probably the most anclent,* 
varent of disease, has perhaps added 
nore than any thing else to the vocaba- 
ary of medicine. Barely to enumerate 
he various orders of cathartics which 
iave swelled the materia medicas of every 
ige and country, would be no easy task ; 
or is it less difficult to explain all the 
-anses of costiveness, or why it a-sumes 
ach a variety of forms. Cullen has no- 
iced three species of costiveness,—1. Ob- 


* The Ibis is said to have taught the 
Egyptians to obviate costiveness by the 
ise of clysters; and according to Hero- 
dotus and Pausanias, Melampus learned 


the use of hellebore by observing that 


his goats were purged after bro 
upon it. 
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ON COSTIVENESS. 


stipatio debilium; in persons of a lax, 
weak, and, in general, dyspeptic habit. 
2. Obstipatio rigidorum ; in persons of « 
rigid, olten hypochondriac cemperament, 
bat these, as Dr. Young observes, are 
scarcely varieties; and his third species, 
obstipatio ebstructorum, is a symptom of 
colic. Good makes only two species, 
constipation and obstipation; the first, 
“ in persons of a compact and robust 
habit, with hearty appetite and strong 
digestive powers,” arising, he thinks, 
from the “ intestinal absorbents occa- 
siovally evincing an excess of action, 
the feces, while they become harden- 
ed in consequence of such action, assum- 
ing, from their copiousness, the figure 
of the rectum.” ‘The second species, ob- 
stipation, is the conseq e of debility, 
or diminution of the irritability of the 
muscular fibres of the intestines, occurring 
generally in elderly subjects, or persons 
of infirm or delicate health. In old peo- 


ple, itis often necessary to remove the 


feces impacted in the rectum by a mar- 
row spoon, a practice first recommended 
by the late Dr. Warren. On the second 
species we need not dwell at present. 
Whether the first arises from an excessive 
activity of the absorbents we are uncer- 
tain, but we have often met with it in 
persons of great gastric capacity, and of 
the temperament he describes. It is pro- 
bab'e that the peristaltic motion of the 
intestines is in the inverse ratio to the 
contents, and that this may have some 
effect in producing costiveness. To haste: 
the descent of the faces, he recommend: 
the milder eccropotics, such as the ex- 
pressed oils of the olive and almond. 
oily farina of the cocoa nut, in the forn 
vf chocolate; pulp of cassia, eithe: 
alone or in the form of lenitive elec 
tuary, &c. Dr. Arbuthnot advised th 
use of butter, marrow, and fat, appa- 
rently on the authority of Celsus. Cul- 


~ len tells us that he found four onnces of 


fresh butter, taken in the morning, pro- 
duce a stool or two more than usual in 
the day. We shall merely add horse- 
radish, mustard seed, cloves of garlic, 
salads, and undressed vegetables of all 
kinds, to the list; aud conclude this part 
of the subject, not deeming it necessary 
to proceed from the dietatical to what 
especially belongs to the medical treat- 
ment of costiveness, upon which proba- 
bly we should throw no new light. After 
making some useful remarks on diet, 
Dr. Reece recommends the patient “to | 
attempt to exercise his mind on the 
bowels,” and observes, that the— 


*‘ Infinence of the stimulating and de- 
pressing passions of the mind on the sto- 
mach and intestines, and also on some ot 
the viscera of the abdomen and pelvis, is 
well known; the sudden action of stima- 
lating ones, as anger and joy, soon after 
a meal, interrnpting digestion, and some- 
times exciting vomiting; and the sudden 
action of grief oceasioning violent puarg- 
ing. By trequently diecting the mind 
to the intestinal canal, and making an 
effort to bring it into action, by exciting 
the diaphragm, and the abdominal mus- 
cles, we think a person might, by perse- 
verance, bring the muscular coat of the 
intestines, in some tegree, under the in- 
fluence of the mind, the peristaltic motion 
being evidently easily retarded or in- 
creased throngh its Dr. Hunter 
has noticed a case of a prolapsed uterus, 
which the female had, by trequent efforts, 
bronght so tar under the action of the 
mind, as to move the protruding part 
backwards and forwards; and we have 
vo doubt, those who have established re- 
gular bowels, by making frequently, for 
some time, a kind of mental etiort, have 
brought the muscular coat of the lower 
intestines, in some degree, under the in- 
fluence of the mind. We know a medical 
gentleman who cannot remain ten mi- 
nutes in the shop of a booksel.er in Fieet- 
street, without experiencing an urgent 
necessity of visiting his water-closet, and 
that too after having had his regular 
daily evacuation. This effect he attri- 
bntes to the doleful countenance ot the 
bookseller. The fact shows how easily 
the bowels are disturbed through the 
medium of the mind.” 


If the “‘ dolefui countenance ot a book- 
seller” has such a magical influence on 


the sphincter ani, we are sure there will 
be no need of purgatives in the Row for 
the next twelve months at least, for cer- 
tainly the place is filled with doleful faces, 
ductus ubique et pavor ; but we trust that 
the sun of misfortune has set, and that 
a brighter and more prosperous morrow 
is at hand. Grief and fear are said to 
occasion sudden and violent purging; we 
do not, therefore, deny the practicability 
of “ exercising the mind on the bowels ;” 
on the contrary, we regret that our au- 
thor has given no precise directions for 
attempting it. We ourselves know an 
apothecary who cannot mix, what our 
friend Johnson calls, “ a black draught,” 
without feeling a disposition to evacuate, 
but in his caxe there is an obvious asso- 
ciation of ideas, as in Themison's, who, 
as Ceelius tells us, relapsed into hydro- 
phobia whenever he attempted to write 
upon it;* but we do not see that a 
bookseller of “ a doleful countenance” is 
more likely to send his customers to the 
temple of Cloacina than another, who is 
ever jocund and ever gay. 


To proceed: the purgative which the 
author has found most useful in cases of 
constitutional costiveness, is an alcaline 
extract of jalap, which is made by gently 
evaporating (ba/neo ague) an infusion of 
the root in proof spirit, a small quantity 
of subcarbonate of potash being added 
“ to prevent a separation of the resin,” 
upon the evaporation of the menstraum. 
From three to ten grains of this extract, 
made into pills, with a few drops of ol- 
carwi, may be taken every other night. 
The anthor makes a few observations on 
the colon and kidneys as “ depuraters ef 
the blood,”’ and concludes his chapter on 
* constitutional costiveness,” by quoting 
two cases by Dr. Borthwick, which ave 
related in the Ed. Med. Journal for Jan. 


* De morbis acutis, Lib. iii. cap. xvi. 


1825, and noticed in Tus Lancer, vol. 
v. p. 209. 


In his next chapter (costiveness of the 
sedentary and studions) the doctor makes 
the following, as we think, judicious ob- 


servations :— 


** On the dinner meal of merchants 
who lead sedentary lives, and of clerks 
who are much contined to the counting- 
house, Dr. Paris, in a late publication, 
makes the following remarks :— 

* In all cases of feeble or i 
digestion, the valetadinarian onght never 
to take his principal meal in a state of 
fatigue, and yet, (says the doctor,) let 
me ask, whether there is a habit more 
generally pursned, or more tenaciously 
detended? Aye, (proceeds the observant 
Doctor,) and defended too upon principle! 
The invalid merchant, the banker, the 
attorney, the government clerk, (says he,) 
are ali impressed with the same belief, 
that after the sedentary occupations of 
the day, to walk several miles to their 
villas, or to fatigue themselves with ex- 
ercise before their dinner, or rather early 
supper, will sharpen their tardy stomachs 
and invigorate their feeble organs of di- 
gestion. The is obvious ,— 
instead of curing, such a practice is cal- 
enlated to perpetuate, and even aggra- 
vate the malady under which they suffer, 
by calling upen the powers of digestion 
at a period when the body is in a state 
of exhaustion from fatigae. Often have 
1, in the course of my practice im this 
town, cured the dyspeptic invalid, by 
merely inducing him to abandon so mis- 
chievous a habit.’ 

If a merchant, or a clerk, either of a 
banker, attorney, or of a government 
office, were capable of walking several 
miles before dinner, we showd suppose 
he could not be mach of an inwalid, If 
an invalid were so imprudent as to walk 
several miles before dinner, i.e. we pre- 
sume ten or fifteen miles, he must expect 
to experience all the bad consequences 
of fatigue. The villas of those gentlemen 
are generally within the distance of four 
miles, and such a walk after confinement 
to a counting house for five or six hours, 
must not only relieve the fatigued mind, 
but even invigorate the stomach, by ex- 
ercising the muscles which bad been ina 
| state of indolence during the “ sedentary 
occupation,” and greatly tend to pro- 
|mote the peristaltic motion of the intes 
tinal canal. The whole body, by a “ se- 
|dentary occupation,” is unquestionably 
euteebled ; and walking, by amusing the 
mind, exercising the muscular system, and 
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promoting the cireniation in the extre- 
mities, will bring the stomach into ac- 
tion; and as to the refreshing effects of 
adinner and a little wine, we es 
* invalid merchants, &e.” are as compe- | 
tent to form as accurate w opinion o' 


them from experience, as Dr. Paris is from 
theory. Certain itis, if they were not to 
take such exercise, their systems would 
become plethoric; and if some organic 
disease should not take place either in 
the lungs, liver, or some internal viscus, | 
apoplexy would probably terminate their | 
lives. Ifinvalids who are accustomed to. 


exercise their minds in a sedentary state | 


for five or six hours every day, or for six | 
days ont of seven, were not to take a} 
walk before dinner, they would not only 
eat without an appetite, but that which | 
they had forced into their stomachs would 

oduce a sense of oppression, an! pro- 

bly require three or fonr hours longer 
to pass through the process of digestion, 
than if the invalid had previously re- 
laxed his mind, and exercised his muscu-~ 
lar system even by a fatiguing walk ; for 
the sense of fatigne from a long walk is 
speedily removed by a good meal, with 
a small proportion of wine.” 


In like manner, and under upwards of 
twenty distinct heads, the author treats 
of the costiveness “ of elderly people,” 
of females at the age of puberty ; of scro- 
fulous, hysterical, gouty, rheamatic, epi- 
leptic, ruptured, and plethoric subjects ; 
of “costiveness attendant on palsy,” 
jaundice, diseased liver, and Devonshire 
colic, (costiveness attendant on the colic, 
a pleonasm, at least ;) of the costiveness 
of infants, and of the various tempera- 
ments, leacophlegmatic, nervous, melan- 
cholic, and erysipelatous ; of retention of 
feces from mechanical causes, &c. &c: | 
&c. Several formulas for clysters, with 
remarks on that class of remedies, con- 
clude the work. Without stopping to 
mquire if this arrangement be philosophi- 
cal and just, or overstretched, too rami- 
fied, tedions, and after all, insufficient, 


we shall merely observe, that it precludes 
us from giving any thing like a general 
analysis of the work, and pass on to the 
author’s 16th chapter on the costive-_ 
nest of invalids s bject to constitutional 


or winter cough,” where he notices an 
affection of the larynx (sometimes called 
phthisis laryngea,) which has not always 
been judiciously treated. He says, 


“ There is a variety of congh attend- 
ant on thickening of the part at the top 
of the windpipe, termed the larynx, with 
chronic inflammation of the internal mem- 
brane of the windpipe. This is a very 
common disease in this country, especially 
among elderly men who have ireely in- 
dulged in the cheering glass, and in sing- 
ing, spouting, or preaching. Being at- 
tended with wheezing, short cough, pa- 
roxysms of difficulty of breathing, ex- 
pectoration, &c., it is often mistaken for 
asthma, constitutional cough, and con- 
sumption, by inexperienced practitioners. 
The disease may be easily ascertained by 
external examination, the enlargement of 
the larynx being evident to the touch. 
It is also painfu! when compressed or 
moved. The irritative inflammation ex- 
tends to the fauces, and there is generally 
an acute pain on swallowing : indeed, the 
inflammation sometimes extends two or 
three inches down the gullet, when the 
patient is very much troubled by an ac- 
cumulation of phlegm in the pharynx, and 
sometimes snch a quantity gravitates into 
the stomach, as to interrupt digestion 
and produce nausea.” 


To illustrate this affection, and the me- 
thod of treating it (salivation,) the Doc- 
tor quotes the case of Sarah Parfett from 
Vol. IX., page 303, of Tue Lancet, and 
another of an elderly gentleman, who ex- 
pectorated a good deal, and had thicken- 
ing of the larynx, inflammation of the 
fauces, distressing cough, and severe pa- 
roxysms of dyspneea during the night. 
The Doctor ordered hirud. x. et postea 
emp. canth, ad pomum adami, and a me- 


\dicine of which the basis or efficient in- 


gredient was the blue pill. In a fortnight 
the patient was nearly salivated, and 
afterwards rapidly recovered. The sequel 
of the case is as follows ; 

“The patient afterwards enjoyed health 
or five years. During a residence a few 
miles from London, he experienced a re- 


turn of the thickening, with all the irrita- 
tive attendants. He applied to a medical 


| gentieman in his neighbourhood, who pro- 


nounced his complaint “ pulmonary con- 
sumption.” Prussic acid in the almond 
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the oxyme! of squills, Iceland 
moss, and the common routine practice 
in pulmonary consumption, had a fair 
trial; but failing to make any good im- 
pression on the disease, and a very bad 
one on his general health, the assistance 
of a high. bred Cambridge physician, wi h 
whom the apothecary was connected, was 
requested. The Doctor, looking most 
wisely, examined the pulse with his gold 
watch, splendid chain and seals, and after 
making a few inquiries, coincided with 
the apothecary. The patient's strength 
continuing to decline, and his distre-s 
from difficulty of breathing, cough, &c. 
increasing, he requested our advice. We 
found him in a most emaciated and debi- 
litated state. The larynx was much en- 
larged, and the fances inflamed and ulce- 
rated. The time had evidently passed, 
when an alterative medicine would have 
cured him. The case being hopeless, his 
countenance, wandering state of vis mind, 
small quick pulse, coldness of extremi- 
ties, &c. indicating approaching di<soiu 
tion, we merely ordered a medicine to 
diminish his sufferings. The following 
day he discharged his debt to nature.”— 
pp. 206, 207. 


Dr. Reece likes a hit at his brother 
practitioners, and we have here, at least, 


allowed him to have his fling in the pages 
of Tue Lancer. Nor shall we not bestow 
on Dr. Reece all the praises that are due 
to him as a writer on popular medicine, 
bat we do utterly disapprove of such 
treatises being made the vehicles of cast- 
ing obloquy and slander on a body of 
men who are, perhaps, as useful in their 
sphere, as he can be in his. He moves in 
an atmosphere purely his own, and scat- 
ters his missiles where there is no one to 
pick them up. He sometimes tells us, that 
such things did occur, and then shews by 
his narrative, that they did not. 


Upon Sarah Parfett’s case, which the 
Doctor has taken without acknowledgment 
from Tue Lancer, we may remark that 
we have cured many worse ones, in 
48 hours, by scraple doses of calomel 
guarded by a grain or two of opium. O1 
the other case which the Doctor quotes we 
do not think much. Occurring as he tells 
us it did ** ten years ago,” we shonid cer- 


tainly have heard of it if he had any idea 
how or upon what principle the cure was 
effected. Until now, however, although 
he has a mighty organ to propagate his 
discoveries, he has been perfectly silent; 
and when we look at his formula, we are 
inclined to believe that his success was 
accidental, and that he could not have 
relied much upon the blue pill, holding 
as it did so insignificant a relation to the 
drugs which were mixed with it. We 
do no not like any man to make overt 
acts his own, 

We shall quote the author's 13th chap- 
ter, (on costiveness attendant on the De- 
vonshire colic,) since it is short, and will 
serve as a specimen of the general con- 
dact of the work, 


** On the first attack of the Devonshire 
colic, the bowels are generally most ob- 
stinately constipated. Some practitioners 
of eminence recommend opium to be ad. 
ministered, by the mouth and cly sterwise, 
with the view of allaying spasms and 
morbid irritation of the intestines, pre- 
viously to the employment of an aperient 
medicine ; whilst others contend that, 
when the opinmis intimately mixed witha 
purgative medicine, the latter does not 
excite nausea or vomiting, and operates 
more easily and expeditionsly, in conse- 
quence sof the opium removing the spas- 
modic construction of the muscular coat 
of the intestines ; and this latter practice 
under the direction of the late Mr. Cam, 
of Hereford, and Dr. Blount, at the 
Hereturd Infirmary, (a county in which 
this disease prevails,) we have known to 
prove most beneficial. 

The following is the composition of these 
eminent practitioners : 

Take of opium powder, two grains; cathartic 
extract, twelve grains; prepared calomel, three 
grains. 

A cathartic clyster of infusion of senna, 
Epsom salt, and tincture of opium, was 
also administered, and the bowels wel 
powaes, ull an evacuation was produ- 
ced, 


* The formula was as follows : 

Pil. hydarg. 55s. Pui. ipecue. gr.x. 
Ammoniac, gu. Dij. Ext. gratiole (hedge 
hyssop) 388. syr. simp. quantiom satis 
sit. Fiat pil. xxx. We ask any one if 
these pills could have been prescribed for 


the purpose of bringing the system under 
the mercury 4 
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MR. NORTH ON CONVULSIONS. 


A stimulating purgative is in 
this species of constipation, althongh the 
tension and tenderness of the bowels, on 
pressure,and the state of the blood-vessels, 
may render bleeding and blistering neces- 
sary; for when the disease has been re- 
moved by it, the paralytic affection of the 
upper extremities is always much less than 
when a solution of the Epsom salt, in an 
infusion of senna, was exhilited ander the 
direction of another physician of the same 
institution. Atthongh the constipation is 
not occasioned by a mechanical obstrac- 
tion, as in the disease termed introsuscep- 
tion, when it proves obstinate, it will re- 
quire the same decisive treatment to re- 
move it as recommended for introsuscep- 
tion. In one obstinate case, the following 
composition, taken at once, produced the 
desired effect : 

Take of croton oil, two @ ; Castile soap, 
four grains; extract of henbane, five grains ; colo- 

th powder, four grains ; oil of cloves, to ¢rops. 

‘o be mixed and divided into middle-sized pills. 


In another case, the croton oil excited 
vomiting. It appears by an account of 
the croton oil, by an Indian practitioner, 
that uhen rubbed round the navel, it has 
succeeded in producing avine evacua- 
tions, in cases when the stomach was in 
too irritable a state to admit of the exhi- 
bition of any aperient medicine. We 
have known this active article excite 


purging in a case of apoplexy, when 
rubbed over the tongue; an effect which 
we are disposed to attribute to a peculiar 
continuons action, and not to sympathy, 
absorption, or to its vetting into the sto- 


” 


mach.”—pp. 211—213. 


The heading of this chapter (on cos- 
fveness attendant on Devonshire colic) 
lets the secret out, that the author under 
the title of “‘a dissertation on costive 
ness,” meant to survey and describe and 
give general directions for treating every 
affection that he has mentioned in his 
book, which is therefore not so much “ a 
treatise on costiveness,” as on the nature 
and treatment of a great number of dis- 
eases incident tothe human frame. In 
this light we look upon the work as an 
appendix to the “* Medical Guide,” and 
do not hesitate to say that it is a valuable 
addition to popular medicine. We have 
stated our opinions freely on some parts, 
but we are not on that account to over- 
look the excellence of others. As we 


have already observed, Dr. Reece is too 
fond of criticism, and often wastes his 
ingenuity upon a very trifling point, for in- 
stance he blames poor Dr. Good for call- 
ing curbonate of soda an alcali!—Vanity 
of vanities !—of this we bid him beware. 


Practical Observations on the Convulsions 
of Infants.— By Joun Nortn, Surgeon- 
accouchear, Member of the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons, 8vo. pp. 282, London, 
1826. Burgess and Hill. 


Havine had “ several opportunities of 
witnessing the injurious effects of the in- 
| judicious application of the doctrine pro- 
mulgated by the late Dr. J. ( larke, (viz. 
thatin every case of convulsion the brain 
is organically affected, either directly or 


‘|indirectly,”) Mr. North has been in- 


duced to direct a goodly-sized octavo 
against the abuse of calomel and the lan- 
cet. Clarke's language certainly is not 
so explicit as it might have been, but we 
think the right meaning can hardly be 
mistaken. The adverb printed in italics 


appears to have been thrown in more for 
ithe sake of euphony, than to give ; re- 
‘cision to the sentence, or refers rather to 
functional derangement than to disease of 
| the brain, for it would be idle to snppose 
| that a person of his experience could se- 
/riously have maintained the manitest ab- 
| surdity conveyed by the literal reading. 
| Couvulsion, like every other symptom, 
jis an effect, and generally ceases with its 
cause, although it is sometimes continued 
for a while by debility or the torce of ha- 
bit. Almost any irritant will disturb the 
nervous system of achild, and working 
insidiously, non vi sed sepe cadendo, ul- 
timately accomplish disease of the brain. 
This we apprehend is Clarke’s meaning, 
and we think he is right. “The original 
cause of convulsions,” says Underwood, 
“ may be a rashimproperly repelled ; but 
the source of fits is much oftener seated in 
the gums, in the time of teething; or in 
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NORTH... 


the first passages, where some undigested 
matter, or merely pent up wind, irritates 
the coats of the intestines, and produces 
irregniar motions throughout the whole 
nervous system.” To these may be added 
as predisposing causes, foul air, want of 
cleanliness in the dress and other accom- 
modations of infants, &c., as noticed in 
the Lying-ia bospital, and pub- 
lished by Dr. Clarke in the transactions of 
the Royal Irish Academy for the year 
1789. Though not inclined to advocate 
the opivion of R , who considered 
reading to be the scourge of infancy, Mr. 
North thinks the moderns are apt ‘to 
stimulate the infant intellect to premature 
and therefore prejudicial exertion ;’’ that 
** the practitioner cannot too forcibly re- 
probate the pernicious enforcement of pre- 
cocious studies,” “ and says that the inju- 
rious effects arising from the folly and false 
vanity of parents, who are ambitious of 
holding torth their children as specimens 
of extraordinary talent,” are ever before 
him. Further, a robust child ‘‘ may be- 
come by the negligence or want of judg- 
ment of those to whose care he is en- 
trusted, sickly, (we thonght we should 
wever have come to the word) and prone 
to various derangements of health and 
more especially to convulsive affections.” 
He next tells us that * a child delicate by 
nature” may do well “ with proper ma- 
nagement,” and that it is not “ ridicnions 
to deprecate the too early employment of 
the infant mind.” Moreover * children 


are sometimes born in a state of asphyxia, 
and the spasmodic colic is at all times to 
be regarded with apprehension.” Finally, 


** too little care is taken to avoid those 


sudden moral emotjons, which atthongh 


not immediately productive of bad effects, 
may, and often do, very frequently act 
upon their irsitable and sensitive powers 
in a very injurious manner,” thus, *‘ Tissot 
relates the case of a child who was at- 


tacked with epilepsy, from the repetition 


of which disease he was reduced to a 
state of idiotism, from the sudden firing , 
of a pistol close to his ear,” &c. He 
seems to think (pp. 98, 173, 175,) that 
children who are suckled by irrascible 
nurses are very obnoxious to convulsions, 
Boerrhaave, Banmes, and others, have af- 
fected to observe some suchiastances, but 
probably they overlooked some other 
more ostensible cause. Disease of a nurse 
may certainly alter the constituents of 
her milk, but we much doubt whether 
mental emotions can. We have often 
thonght that the breasts of the woman 
who suckled Sir Wm. Blizard secretly 
nothing short of bile, thus instilling those 
elements of fretfulness, which like yeast 
have at length levened the whole lump, 
and rendered him now that he is in the 
“ yellow leaf” the sport of nature and of 
men, that we see him, and damned him to 
eternal tame. 

Mr. North’s work is divided into six 
chapters, Ist and 2d, on the canses, 
symptoms, prognosis, and treatment of 
convulsions; 3d and 4th, on infantile 
epilepsy 4 5th and 6th, on a spasmodic af- 
fection of the chest and larynx in young 
children, accompanied by general or par- 
tial convulsions, and on its treatment. 

After the extracts we have made from 
the first and second chapters, we need 
not dwell much longer on the subject of 
the convulsions of infants. We have 
shown that Mr. North sets out by ob- 
jecting to a passage in Clarke, which as 
far as we have seen, has not been mis- 
taken, and then substitates “ irritation” 
for * organic affection” of the brain in 
some cases, without denying the ex- 
istence of the latter pathological condi- 
tion in others. Convulsions, he says, may 
be induced and continued by the irrita- 
tion of teething, and shall subside on 
lancing the gums, therefore the brain 
cannot in these cases be organically affec- 


ted. So of the irritations of crudives 
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ON CONVULSIONS. 


io the prime vies—of watehfulness, and 
many others,—a doctrine which has in- 
fluenced practice in all ages. Again, 
Clarke’s doctrine has caused “free and 
repeated bleedings, frequent purgation, 
and large doses of calomel,” to be pre- 
scribed “ in the slightest convulsive affec- 
tions of children,” a statement which our 
experience does not enable us to con- 
firm. He tells us that no Englishman 
has written * particularly upon the con- 
vulsive diseases of children,” and it would 
have been as well perhaps, if he had not 
essayed to do jt. Underwood and 
others have written sufficiently and well 
upon the subject, and that is enough, 

We pass over our author's treatment, 
(merely remarking, that it appears to be 
judicious,) as also the chapters on the 
epilepsy of infants, and conclude by de- 
scribing as briefly as we can, an affec 
tion which he has denominated “ chronic 
croup,” or “ spasmodic affection of the 
chest and larynx in young children,” 
with general or partial convulsion. It 
somewhat resembles the acute asthma” 


“ If the little patient has previously en- 
joyed a good state of health, the charac- 
teristic rotundity of feature observable in 
infants quickly undergors a remarkable 
change ; the countenance becomes anx- 
ious ; the sides of the nose are drawn in; 
the face is pallid and emaciated; the 
child frowns almost constantly ; when 
put to the breast, it sucks greedily for a 
moment, but suddenly ceases to do so, 
throwing back the head with violence, 
Whatever may have been the previous 
condition of the bowels, they now become 
constipated. A considerable time may 
elapse before any remarkable change 
takes place in these symptoms. A coa- 
vu sive affection of the hand is usually the 


/next morbid sigu which excites attention, 


|The child's thumb will be found con- 
stantly and firmly pressed upon the palm 
of the hand ; the wrist and ancle joints are 
bent rigidly inwards; the head is almost 
coustantly thrown backwards, by which 
the anterior muscles of the neck are 
kept painfully upon the stretch, The 
inconvenience at the moment of waking 
is not now a mere acceleration of the 
breathing. This symptom still continues 
in an aggravated degree, but the noise 
accompanying the respiration, has gra- 
daally assumed a very different charac- 
ter from that which at first marked it. 
Each inspiration is now attended by a 
loud crouping noise, which may be heard 
in an adjoining apartment ; the chest and 


of Millar and Chalmers, but differs both 
in its mode of attack in its symptoms and 
termination. 

“ The premoni symptoms occur at 
an uncertain period; generally between | 
the third and seventh month. At first’ 
they may not be sufficiently striking to at- 
tract the particular attention of the triends, 
although the practitioner, who has met 
with similar cases, may with much con- 
fidence predict trom them the series of 
symptoms which is subsequently to be de- 
veloped. When the child wakes from its 
sicep, the breathing is for some moments 
accelerated, and ix accom- 
panied by that kind of noise which an in- 
creased secretion of mucus in the air 
passages wonld produce.”* 

* On examining the body of a child 
which had died trom this or some other 
cause, the anthor and his friend Mr. Stone 
found ** the vascular system of the brain” 
highly turgid, a small quantity of blood 
under the dura mater, and in the ventricles 
“asmall quantity of fluid.” A few spots 
were fouad on the liver. Strange to 
tay, they did not ecamine the thorax ! 


larynx appear to be painfully constricted ; 
the heart palpitates violently ; the child 
sobs, but never cries in its natural manner 
during the paroxysms of suffering. So 
great is the difficulty of breathing, that it 
sometimes appears to be almost totally 
suspended for a few seconds. The coun- 
tenance is then unusually pale as ina state 
of syncope. Sometimes, but more rarely, 
it is dark, and the vessels of the face 
turgid, as in apoplexy. The child has 
trequent attacks of convulsions, during 
which the features are much distorted 
The whole body is sometimes, but more 
rarely, implicated in the convulsive move- 
ments, The paroxysms vary in duration 
and violence.”—pp. 254—257. 


The affection is not usually accom- 
panied by fever or cerebral disturbance, 
but Mr. North has lately seen two cases 
in which these, and an evident determi- 
nation of blood to the brain were present. 
The symptoms usually subside with the 
appearance of the teeth, and rarely be- 
fore. According to Mr. North, some 
practitioners contend that “if a cbild 
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DENTIST'S MANUAL. 


makes this crouping noise in breathing,” | lished. To persons in the profession, the 
hydrocephalus will ensue unless large | catechism before us can scarcely be of 
doses of calomel, and frequent bleedings any use; and those out of the profes- 
are employed. This brings us back to! sion, who are desirous of becoming ac- 
what has been said of Clarke's doctrines, | quainted with the elements of anatomical 
and of convalsions ; and as we need not| knowledge, will not find it capable of 
dwell upon the treatment, we take our | affording them much instruction. 
leave. 
The Surgeon - Dentist’s Anatomical and 
A Catechism of Anatomy, with Plotes.| Physiological Manual, By G. Waite, 
18vo. pp. 72. Whittaker: London. Esq., M.R.C.S. 12mo. pp. 214. Cal- 
Iw no country in Europe has the mode of| 'w and Wilson. 1086. 
publishing in the form of dialogne, and | THis book is a compilation from various 
of question and answer, been cartied to| anatomical works, and contains a con- 
such an extent as in England, and no/ densed account of what is known on the 
works of this description have become so | anatomy and physiology of the teeth. The 
popular a» those known under the name | most interesting part of the work, and 
of ** Pinnock’s Catechixms.” The most | perhaps that but least known, is what re. 
abstruse subjects have been illustrated in| lates to the teeth in the different classes 
an easy and familiar manner. The only! of animals; and the following Tables, 
recommendation of this, as well as many showing the number of teeth in several 
other works of the same kind, is the ex-| of the mammalia, are worthy of a pe- 
treme cheapness at which they are pub- rasal:— 
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Number of Leeth in several of the Mammaiia. 


TABLE It. 


227% e 


Water Rat...... 
Common Rat.... . 
Agouti ........ 
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TABLE IiIl. 


Lower | Upper 


Canine Molares 
Teeth | on one 
oneach| side 
side. 


Ornithor- . 
ryochus 


Sloth .... 
Elephant 


Hippopo- 
tamus ., 


* The teeth of the Cape dat Eater are composed of small tubes closed at the 
triturating surfaces, and when cut transversely appear like the section of a cane, 
The teeth of the Ornithorrynchus are formed in a similar manner. 
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Number of Teeth in several of the Mammalia. 


Musk, Common 
Stags, Rein Deer 


Other Stags, Gi- 


Solipedes ...... 


The work contains nothingnew; but we ichain of a discourse, and consequently 


have no doubt that there are many of 
those Surgeon-Dentists for whom it is 
principally intended who stand in need 
of the information whi. hit contains. There 
is one point of bad taste in the compo- 
sition—which, however, is not peculiar 
to the author, but frequently occurs in 
medical writings —that deserves to be 
noticed; we mean the notes with which 
the book abourds. We dislike notes in 
scientific or didactic writings, except for 
reference to authorities. Notes break the 


prevent the reader from following con- 
tinuously the train of reasoning or narra- 
tive of facts throngh which it is the 
writer's business to lead him. If the in- 
formation contained in the note be not 
material to the subject it should be omit- 
ted; if it be material, the writer should 
take pains to give it a place where it can 
produce the best effect, 2nd not leave it 
dangling at the bottom of a page. Notes 
give occasion toirrelevancy, bad arrapye- 
ment, repetition, and feebleness. 
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LYMPHATICS 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


ANATOMY. 
Lymphatics and Veins. 

One of the most valuable discoveries 
with which anatomical science has been 
entiched in modern times, is the discovery 
of the communication between the lym- 
phatics and veins. Several physiologists 
observed, that substances found their way 
from the intestines into the system, in 
eases where the thoracic duct had been 
either tied or destroyed by disease; and 
the question naturally arose, in what way 
was this effected? Sir Everard Home, as 
early as 1807, (vid. Phil. Transactions, 
1807,) from experiments made on asses, 
concluded, that rhubarb was taken into 
the system in some other way than by the 
thoracic duct, and at the same time as- 
sumed that the spleen was the medium 
through which the passage was effected, 
since the colouring matter was found ear- 
lier in the veins of the spleen, than those 
of the liver, and always there in larger 
quantities than in any of the other vessels. 
In a paper read before the Royal Society 
in 1811, Sir E. H. relinqui-hed this last 
opinion, but confirmed by fresh experi- 
ments on dogs and rabbits, performed in 
the presence of Brodie, Brande, Clift, 
and Gatcombe, his former one; as by 
these he demonstrated the presence of 


rhabarb in the secreted fluids, without 
any trace of it to be found in the thoracic 
duct, which had been previously tied. 
Jaeckel ( Dissert. Inaug. de Absorptione Ve- 
nosd. Vratislaw, 1819) parsned this sub. | 
ject still further ; he destroyed the lym | 
phatic vessels leading from a portion of 
intestine, then tied the part, and injected 
into it a solution of prussiate of potash ;| 
from a quarter to half an hour, be found 
this eubstance in the blood. 


AND VEINS. 


greatest number of experiments on the 
mode in which substances get into the 
blood from the stomach and intestines, 
we are indebted to Gmelin and Tiede- 
mann*; they found in the veins of the in- 
testines, camphor, musk, indigo, rhubarb, 
prussiate and sulphate of potash, lead, 
and iron, and besides these, they found 
in the veins of the spleen, spirits of wine, 
quicksilver, and barytes, aud in the vena 
porta in addition to these dippelsoil- 
substances, of which only very few could 
be found in the thoracic duct. Several 
physiologists have since come forward 
in support of the opinion that the veins of 
the intestines possess the power of ab- 
sorption, and from the observation of the 
facts above mentioned and similar ones, 
the old theory of venous absorption gene- 
rally, has been revived. Among the ad- 
vocates of this last opinion, Magendie 
may be considered the principal. In 1820, 
however, a new light was thrown on the 
subject by Vincent Fohmann, of Heidel- 
berg t; this young anatomist succeeded, 
after repeated trials, in throwing quick- 
silver from the lymphatic vessels into the 
veins of the iptestines, and into the vena 
porta, both in animals and in the human 
subject. This was done in Tiedemann’s — 
and Gmelin’s presence on two dogs, a 
horse, a cow, and three men. The injection 
was made with great care, and without 
any external force being used. In 1821, 
Fohmann published his investigations ia 
detail, and added to these others, which 
he had since made; and we have been 
informed by a gentleman who recently 
saw Fohmann's preparations at Heidel- 
berg, that he intends publishing a cheap 


* Tiedemann und Gmelin Versuche 
uber die Wege, anf welchen Suabstanzen 
ans dem Magen und Darmkanal ins Biut 
gelangen, &c. Heidciberg, 8vo. 1820. 


t Salzburger Med. Chirurg. Zeitung, 


For the! for 1920, Vol. 11. p.319; Vol. IIL. p. 175. 
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COMMUNICATION OF THE 


work® in four parts, with plates, shewing 
the connexion between the two sets of 
vessels in the four classes of vertebrated 
animals. The first part is to treat of the 
absorbents of fishes, and has most proba- 
bly by this time appeared. In 1824, the 
subject was investigated in Italy, and the 
Antologia of Firenza announced, that Dr. 
Regolo Lippit had discovered that seve- 
ral lymphatic trunks opened directly into 
the veins. Since that time Dr. Rossi made 
the same observations, an account of 
which we now lay before our readers. 
The establishment of such an important 
fact as a direct communication between 
the lymphatics and veins, is of the highest 
importance, and we may safely anticipate 
from it new light on the pathology and 
treatment of several diseases. 


On the communication the Lymphatic 
Vessels with the ems. BS Dr. Rosst.¢ 
In a young man twenty-two years of age, 
who had died of phthisis puimonalis, and 
whose abdominal viscera, compri-ing the 
conglobate glands, were in a heaithy 
state, I injected, according to Walther’s 
method, the vasa efferentia of the left in 
guinal glands, having previously tied the 
thoracic duct about four inches above the 
ae. Taking care that there was 

ient mercury, and seeing the thoracic 
duct below the ligature in the chest be- 
coming full, I suspended the operation. 
After a careful examination, I could not 
discover any injected mesenteric |ympha- 
tics, and I consequently did not see any 
trvok entering itself into the principal 


' branch of the vena porta. I then raised 


the intestines, and the internal layer of 
peritoneum covering the lumbar vertebra, 
and by this means exposed to view the 
aoita,vena cava, and the lumbar lympha- 
tic plexus, which was remarkably injected. 
The vasa efierentia of the inguinal glands, 
into which I had introduced the tube, 


* Anatomische Untersuchungen uber 
die Vervindung der Sungadern mit den 
Venen. 12mo. Heidelberg, 1821. 


+ Omodei’s Annali di Medicina, Vol. 
XXXII. p. 75. 


+ Annali di Medicina, Jan. 1826. 


LYMPHATICS AND VEINS. 


after traversing the external and com- 
mon iliac glands, proceeded in the usual 
course to the inferior lumbar glands, 
forming there a plexus, and then finally to 
the superior one. From these glands 
the lymphatics proceed, which unite into 
a few trunks, and go to form the recepta- 
culum chyli. From the glands themselves, 
I saw three vessels taking their origin; 
these were not very fine, nor quite filled 
with mercury, and instead of going to the 
thoracic duct by a straight course, they 
evidently went to empty themselves, one 
into the vena cava, just at its exit from 
the fossa of the liver, anuther at the begin- 
ning of the lett emulgert vein, and the 
third also inte the vena cava, close to the 
termination of the right spermatic vein. 
In the three points at which these vessels 
opened themselves, I passed a knot, and 
then introduced a tube into the vasa infe- 
rentia of the Inmbar glands, and shortly 
atter saw the three vessels become dis- 
tended with the quicksilver. I then de- 
tached the lumbar and common iliac 
glands, and found that from the lateral 
and posterior part of these glands, some 
branches containing globules of mercury 
proceeded, some going direct into the ve- 
na cava, others into the common iliac 
veins, and one into the last left lumbar 
vein, which traversed the vertebral co- 
lumn in passing beneath the aorta. 

Second Observation.—In the body of a 
youth abont eighteen years of age, and 
much emaciated, I injected in the same 
way the lymphatics of the mesentery. 
These vessels directed their course to the 
mesenteric glands, trom which they dis- 
tributed themselves, and after visiting 
other glands, united in a few trunks, 
which, passing close to the superior me- 
senteric artery, emptied themselves in 
the receptaculum chyli. From these 
glands, and in particular from the largest 
in conjunction with the true lymphatics, 
proceeded some vessels of a short course, 
containing some mercury, and which ter- 
minated in the larger branches of the 
vena porta, and especially iu the splenic 
vein. It was not possible to observe any 
in this case empty themselves into the 
emulgent vein, as Dr. Lippi observed. 

Experiment 3d.—In a good female sub- 
ject, 1 injected the iliac lymphatics, as I 
had done in the first experiment, and not 
those of the mesentery as well. This in- 
jection gave me an opportunity of a | 
a larger number of trunks, which empti 
themselves in the vena cava, and the 
larger branches of = 

Experiments 4 5.—In two other 
attenuated subjects, I injected the iliac 
and mesenteric lymphatics. This injec- 
tion shewed me the same vessels, and 
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procured the same success. In one of the 
subjects, I commenced the injection above 
the right knee: the inguinal gland» were 
injected, and I saw that some delicate 
vessels which proceeded from these, and 
emptied themselves directly into the femo- 
ral vein, just before it passes under the 
craral arch, contained with the biood some 
globules of mercury. 

Experiments 6,7, and 8.—T injected the 
iliac and mesenteric lymphatic in three 
persons, who had died of consumption, 
and I found the usual trunks injected, 
viz. those which had their termination in 


veins. 

From these observations, the following 
conclusions may be drawn: 

1. That mercury injected into the lym- 
phatic veins, after traversing the glands, 
passes to the veins by means of some vas- 
cular trunks, which carry on a communi- 
cation between the large veins and the 
glands themselves. 

2. That these trunks onght to be con- 
sidered as veins rather than lymphatic 
vessels, which they at first sight resemble, 
and the principal object of which is to 
carry the superfiuons blood to the nutri- 
tion of the lymphatic glands. 

My views of these vascular trunks, 
which go from the glands to the veins, ac- 
cord perlectly with the ideas of Meckel 
and Fohmann, who contend that the veins 
# the glands transport to the larger veins 


the matter injected into the lymphatic ; 


vessels; and they also correspond in some 
degree with the anatomical results of the 
immortal Mascagni, who observed that 
in many injections of the lymphatic sys- 
tem, the small veins of the gland became 
filled in a manner so as to assume the 
appearance of lymphatic vessels with 
which several authors before him had been 
deceived. 

Granted that the trunks which I ob- 
served in my experiments are veins rather 
than lymphatics, it will be clear that the 
communication of the vessels from one 
system to another, is not affected by 
trunks ; but most probably in the extreme 
subdivisions of the vessels in the paren- 
chyma of the glands. I say this is pro- 

le, because the amastomoses in the 
interior of the glands has not been seen, 
and the supposition rests merely on the 
passage of the mercury into the venous 
ramifications. In reference to this it may 
not be useless to observe, that from the 
lymphatics being provided with several 


| mies. hao bane by the 
vasa inferentio. I think it proper to de- 

tail acase here which may have some 
| reference to this —_. In a lady who 

had died of an affection of the chest [ 
found the inferior extremity edematous, 
and increased to a very considerable size. 
I did not like to inject here, as I expected 
to beabie to see ali the iliac and lumbar 
lymphatics ; indeed, my expectation. were 
not disappointed. found these lymphatics 
fall ot lymph and considerably distended ; 
the glands trom which they came were in- 
Spisated with lymph,and from some ot them 
branches proceeded to open themselves 
into veins. They were full of colouring 
matter, as all the smail veins are. If there 
existed a direct and natural communica- 
tion, it appears to me that lymph would 
have been found in plenty in these venous 
trunks, but by an accurate examination I 
could not succeed in diluting it. 


Extra-uterine Pre, -—All the 
world knows, or at least ought to know, 
that M. Breschet has of late years ob- 
served acase of pregnancy in the sub- 
Stance of the uterus (graviditas in sub- 
stantid uteri,) for we mentioned the fact 
in Tue Lancer as early as February 1824 ; 
an account of it has been read betore 
four or five learned societies, also pub- 
lished in the last vumber of the Medico- 
chirurgical Transactions, and lastly, to 
prevent the recollection of it escaping the 
memory altogether, M. B. has re-pub- 
lished in the first volume of his new 
journal, (Repertorie d’anatomie et phy- 
sivlogie) the case which fell under his own 
observation, together with some others of 
the same nature, amounting to six in num- 


| ber. We wish the fact to be as generally 


known as possible, and see no objection 
to its being noticed every week or month, 
if there were any persons who thought it 
worth their while to do it; but it always 
looks bad when an author shows such ex. 
treme anxiety to make known any of his 
writings or discoveries,— it looks as ifhe 
wished by the noise they created to found 
a reputation to which he feels he has no 
right—philanthropy may sometimes dic- 
tate this course, but it is more frequently 
pursued by men who in seeking a reputa- 
tion are conscious they have no just pre- 
tension to one. 


Dissection of an Ourang Outang. 


bloodvessels, it might easily happen that 
the liquid injected into the lymphatics | 
opened a passage into the veins ; of pene 
we might probably with some truth en- 


In the Boston Journal of Philosophy, (vol. 
II.) there is an accoant of the dissection 
of this animal. The skin was attached 


tertain a donbt, as we see that the vasa ' very closeiy to the body at ali parts, par- 
efferentia of the glands are destined to! ticularly on the face, hands, elbows, and 
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soles of the feet. He had no cutaneous | plates of the orbits internally, and by the 
muscles exerpt the platysma myoides. | posterior lobes and cerebelinm lying lower 
This muscie was not connected on its| than the human, according te the torm of 
inner surface, but formed a large pouch | the base of the cranium. This organ was 


extending from the chin to the sternum, | not dissected !! 
and continuing round to the sides of the —— 
neck. It was supposed, by those who| /mportant Anatomical Fact.— Injection of 
saw him, to be a receptacle for food ; the Nerves. 

this was not, however, its purpose, for it} We are indebted to M. Bogros, whose 
communicated with the larynx and not the | premature death science has to deplore, 
pharynx. The abdomen presented a view | for the knowledge of a fart whieh may vast 
very similar to that of the human sabject. | a new light on the functions of the nerves, 
There was some slight difference only in|) This expert anatomist, by means of an 
the situation of a tew of the parts. The injection as simple as it was ingenions suc- 
lungs did not present quite so much diffe- | ceeded in showing that inevery nerve there 
rence ou both sides as in man; that of | is a canal which extends from the origin of 


the left being nearly of the same size 
with the right, carrying the heart more 
towards the centre of the thorax ; they! 
were ulso not so distinctly divided into 
lobes. The heart was conical, like man’s, | 
and in every respect resembled the ha-| 
man. The arch of the aorta, and the 
descending aorta, were small in propor: 
tion to the size of the heart. The right 
subclavian, right and left carotid arte- 
ries, all arose trom the arteria innominata ; 
the left subclavian rose separately, near 
the base of this. The pericard um was 
connected extensively to the diaphragm, | 
which was very large and strong. The 
chest was divided by the mediastinum, 
and the thymus gland laid between its 
tides. 

The mouth and fauces resembled the 
haman, except in dimensions, being much 
Jonger trom front to rear. The velum 
palati was without the uvula, but broader 
and more lax. The body, which answer- 
ed the purpose of the uvula, was situated 
on the posterior surface of the velum ; 
and, when this was forced backwards, 
exactly closed the posterior entrance of 
the nose. The glotiis and epiglottis re- 
sembied the human, The os hy oides and 
cartilages of the larynx were much as in 
man. Between the os hyoides and the 
one cartilage, there were on each 

two openings, about a quarter of an 
inch in diameter, leading into the larynx, 
and coming out at the base of this carti- 
lage. A valve played at the interior 
Opening, preventing the passage of an 
instrument downward; but it passed 
easily upwards into the ponch on the 
neck, which has been mentioned; this 
pouch the animal could inflate at plea- 
sure. 

The brain weighed nine ounces and 
three-quarters. The nerves arose trom 
this in the same manwer as the human, 
and took their exit from the craniam in 
a similar way. The position of the brain 
differed by the anterior lobes being more 


the nerve Lo its extreme termination, and 
im rendering clear how these nerves anas- 
tomose, whether on the skin or the ner- 
vous membranes. He employed for these 
purposes mereury, the gravity of which 
constitated the only propelling power em- 
ployed to meke it penetrate into the 
most minute nervous ramifications, nearly 
in the same way as in the lymphatics. 


Irregular formation of the Uterus. 
MM. Moreau and Gardien lately met 
with the following peculiarity, in an other- 
wise well tormed uterus: there was a 
passage trom the right Fallopian tube 
(through the thickness of the uterus, open- 
ing into the cavity of its neck, This ac- 
cidental tormation may, it is considered, 
account for instances of the produce of 
conception being found in the middle of 
the Ussue of the uterus. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 
Fifth pair— Nerves of Smell. 

Notwithstanding the objections which 
have been raised against M. Magendie, 
relative to his opinion on the mechanism 
of smell, as well as to the interpretation 
which he gave to the experiments of Mr. 
Charles Bell on the same subject, the 
French experimenter does not move in 
the slightest form his former assertion, 
tLat the first pair of nerves is not the 
special seat of smell, but that the fifth 
pair presides essentially over that fune- 
tion as well as all the senses. To justi 
this last assertion in respect to taste, 
Magendie divided the lingual nerve in 
the same way as Mr. Charles Bell, below 
the tongue, after which no impression 
was made from the application of the 
most acrid substances, 

M. Magendie has also been conducting 
tresh* experiments to show that the optic 
nerve and retina are insensible to direct 
excitations, and that the sense of vision 
is transmitted to the brain by the in- 


raised, in consequence of the projecting 


fluence of the fifth pair. 


4 
4% 
43 
P 
be 
pe 
qu 
ry 
| spi 
the 
wh 
bei 
tha 
3 
as 
j the 
ner 
4 
of 
of divi 
teta 
ext 
pari 
5 
wha 
the 
muse 
+ prop 
oust 
i are s 
6th 
the 
TF its ef 
j 1 mann 
| the th 
a atter 
conve 
marro 
M.§ 
meuts, 
| 
cerebr: 
In t 
often d 
Spinal 
most 
curvica 
and this 
Phenom 
‘ 


EXPERIMENTS ON 


Experiments on Poisoning. 

The following is the result of some ex- 
periments made by M. Segalas, and 
lately communicated to the Academy of 
Medicine at Paris, in which it has been 
attempted to prove that poisons rather 
produce their effeets through the medium 
of the vessels than that of the nerves. 


Ist. Having cnt the spinal marrow of 
an animal, so as to render it paralytic, 
and having placed some aleoholic extract 
of nux vomica in the paralysed parts, he 
perceived that tetanus came on just as 
quickly and powerfully as if the nervous 
rystem had been entire. 

2d. Having, on the contrary, left the 
Spival marrow untouched, but prevented 
the blood which returned from the part 
where the poison had been lodged from 
being carrie. to the heart, he observed 
that the poisoning did not take place. 

3. Tetanus appeared to come on equally 
as quick when he injected the poison inte 
the bronchia, although the eighth pair ot 
nerves was divided. 

4th. The nux vomica placed in the thigh 
of an animal rendered paralytic by che 
division of the spinal marrow, prodaced 
tetanus not only in the trunk and upper 
extremities, but also in the paralysed 

arts, 

° Sth, The same result takes place in 
whatever part the poison has been placed ; 
the contraction only of the paralysed 
muscles is slower, and seems to occur in 
proportion as the blood conveys the poison- 
ous matter to the nerves from which they 
are supplied. 

6th. Having injected the poison into 
the crural artery of a parap'egic animal, 
its effects were manifested in the like 
manner ; the convulsions commenced in 
the thighs, and only became general till 
atter sufficient time had elapsed for the 
conveyance of the poison to the spinal 
marrow. 


M. Segalas concludes, from his experi- 
ments, that the voluntary muscles can 
contract themselves, in certain eases, in- 
dependently of the action of the spino- 
cerebral system. 

In these experiments, M. Segalas has . 


POISONING. 
M, Segalas read a paper in the month 


of last February before the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences (Paris) on the blood 


considered as the seat of various diseases. 


A great nember of pathologists of the 
present day deny that the fluids can be 
the seat of primitive alterations, and that 
the organic disorders aud functional de- 
rangements may be ouly the consequences 
of such alterations. M.Segalas has en- 
deavoured to prove, that the primitive 
alteration of the blood may take place 
and produce the effect just mentioned, 
He rests this opinion on the following 
experiments 


1. Concentrated alcohol produces a 
chemical action on the blood during lite.* 

2. Dilsted alcohol injected mto the 
veins or bronehia, causes immediate 
drunkenness, bat carned to other parts 
this takes pare more slowly. 

3. effrets of alcohol introduced 
into ary other part than th» veins are, as 
to then intensity and quickness, in direct 
relation with the absorbing pow er of those 
parts, and aliogether aniependent of the 
nerve whieh they receive, particularly @ 
those of the stomach. 

4. That these effects are acerlerated 
and angmented, or retarded and dimir 
ni-hed, by the circumstances which tavour 
or impede the passage of the alcoboi inte 
the blood. 

5. That the drankennexs goes off as 
the alcuhol leaves the blood, and more or 
less rapidly according as the circum. 
stances are favourable or unfavourable to 
the exhalation of the blood. 

6. That the effects of the alcoho! are 
severe, not in proportion to the quantity 
placed in contact with these organs, but 
to the quantity actually introduced ime 
the blood. 

7. Lastly, that profound drunkenness, 
and death trom drunkenness, are covneci- 
dent with a manifest alteration in the 
blood, and with jess marked aiteration in 
the solids. M. Segalas thinks, that by 
viewing drunkenness as the resuit of a 
disorder of the blood, an explanation wiil 
be tormed of the influence of vil in ammo- 


nia in stopping iis effeets. The oi, he 


often designedly made the division of the 
spinal marrow at different points, but 
most commonly 
curvical or first dorsal lumbar vertebra, 
aud this produced no modification of the 
phenomena,— Archives Generales. 


* Alcohol exerts a chemical action atter 


on a level with the last|death on the blood, but then it is the 
same which /eral other chemical agents 
equally exe 
its al 


rt in producing coagulation of 
bumen. 
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I term Airronosis a disease of the embryo 
and of the fetus, in which the serous or 
transparent membranes are tinged with 
a fine yellow colour. It is an internal 
jaundice, if the term can be used, of the 
peritoneum, pleura, pericardium and ar- 
achnoid, but which differs fiom jaundice, 
properly so called, in so far as it lets 
untouched the parenchymatous cellular 
tissue of the organs, that which is un- 
der the skin as well as the skin it- 
self, the ordinary seat of jaundice, 
The first time that I discovered this dis- 
ease, it was in two embryos each five 
months old, and the peritoneum in both 
was intensely yellow. The part covering 
the posterior surface of the abdominal 

tes was the most highly coloured. 

peritonenm covering the viscera and 
the intestines was coloured in a less de- 
gree. In one the “ura, pericardiam, 
surface of the heart, dura mater and arach- 
noid membrane also possessed this deep 
yellow colour. These are the two cases 
which I have mentioned in the first num- 


Saculté de medicine de Strasbourg, page 

ve 
met with a case of twins in which this 
disease existed in a high degree. 

I was of opinion that the yellowness 
was confined to the serous membrane 
alone, till on examining the nervous sys- 
tem in its successive development in some 
embryos, I was surprised to observe 
that the spinal marrow, not only in its 
coverings but also in the substance, had 
ea colour very distinct. In three cases 

also found the sympathetic similar! 
affected. 


The yellowness of the serous mem- 
branes, and the nervous pulp, is not the 
effect of colouring from a foreign sub- 
stance, for it is impossible to deprive 
them of their appearance by ablution, or 
by infusion in water or alcohol. In fact, | 
am unable to mention any cause by which 
itcan be explained. 


* Kifpds, yellow, and vogos, disease. 


ANTIQUITY OF THE COW-POX. 


In an article* on putrid and gangren- 
ous fever by M. A. L. J. Bayle, we find 
some cases and experiments (chiefly old 
ones) detailed, from which the author 
draws the following conclusions :— 


1. That the blood is susceptible of 


altering itself primitively, and of con- 


taining a certain degree of putridity 
either spontaneously, or, what appears 
much more frequent, under the influence 
of an external miasmatic infection. 

2. That this humoral alteration may 
give rise indistinctly to inflammatory or 
gangrenous affections of one or more 
organs, without appearing constantly to 
attack the same. 

3. That gastro-enteritis is not a con- 
stant appearance in putrid fever, since in 
four cases which I have detailed it was 
not observed once. 


Mental alienation —M. Pinel read a 
aper before the Royal Academy of 
edicine at Paris, in which he expresses 
his surprise that the researches on this 
subject have hitherto been confined to 
the brain, and that the nervous system 
generally, and particularly the ganglion- 
ary system have only been regarded as 
parts of minor importance. 
If the brain exerts a considerable in- 
finence on the diseases of other organs, 
these certainly extend their influence in 
turn to cerebrum. And the general re- 
sults of post-mortem researches show that 
in persons who have laboured under men- 
tal alienation, lesions, either of the brain 
or viscera, always existed. It is to be 
» therefore, that the state of the 
nervous system will; in the future ex- 
amination of such cases, be more 


to. 
the 


The Pope’s physician, Dr. Prela, has 
in a particular work ~ on this subject, en- 
deavoured to prove, especially by pas- 
sages from Pliny and » that the 
cow-pox was known in the old world, 
under the name boa, (signification 
of its origin from the cow,) and has 
started the curious hypothesis, that from 


* Revue Medicale, April. 

+ Hufeland’s Journal der Pract. Heil- 
lunde, Feb. 

t Jl Boa di Plinio congettura Storie 
della vaccinazione, Milano, 1825. 


the 
K the absorption of the 
diminution. 
—— the 
PATHOLOGY. 
; Memow on the Kirronosis.* By J. F 
Losstein, Professor to the Faculty o 
Medicine at Strasbourg. Report d’ana- 
tomie et Physiologie, March, 1826. a 
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METHOD OF DESTROYING THE STONE. 


the effect of the boa on the human frame 
the small-pox gradually developed itself 
so that the present ex in of this dis~ 
ease by the cow-pox, is only a return o 
the latter to its original state. 


SURGERY. 
Extraction of a Needle Case from the 
Bladder*, 


Maria Dominica Schiribizzi, native of 
the village of Saint Domino, near the 
city of Arezzo, in the habit of working 
about the land, was put in the year 1814 
to look after some goats, when being left a 
great deal to herself, she contracted the 
practice of onanism. Finding that the 
titillation of her hand was not sufficient 
to satisfy her passion, or procure the vo- 
loptuons sensation she desired, she had 
recourse to hard bodies, and employed, 
instead of her fingers, a needle-case. In 
using this instrument, she found a point 
of resistance at the orifice of the urethra, 
against which she rubbed every day to 
increase her sensual gratifications. This 
abominable practice every diy repeated, 
produced at last such a dilation of the 
mouth of the urethra, that the needle 
case escaing one day out of her hand, 
penetrated into the bladder. Shame, 
and the dread of her parents knowing it, 
made ber undergo the most dreadful suf- 
ferings for near a month, when, being 
unable to bear them any longer, she con- 
fessed her deed, and applied for relief. 
Various surgeons tried to extract the 
foreign body, but their attempts were not 
only useless, but mischievous, because 
they brought on an intolerant strangury. 
The dilatation of the urethra produced 
by her violent masturbations, and aug- 
mented by the subsequent attempts of 
her medical attendant, was not sufficient 
to allow of any part of the case being laid 
hold of; and being convinced that any 
further attempt might be attended with 
danger, I resolved on performing an ope- 

tion 


ration, 

1 made two lateral incisions, which 
comprehended the whole of the urethra, 
and the neck of the bladder, and these 
were sufficiently large to allow of a for- 
ceps being introduced into the bladder. 
I then laid hold of the needle case and 
extracted it. Several physicians and sur- 
geons of this city were present at the 


* Annali Universali di Medicina, March, 
p-417. Sir Astley Cooper, in his Lec- 
ture on Lithotomy, in Vol. II. of Tue 
mentions somewiat similar cases. 
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ration, there was but little hemor- 
age. The case was made of box wood, 
of a cylindrical shape, and rounded at its 
extremities ; it was four inches in length, 
and the diameter of the cylinder so much 
distended by the wet, was one inch and 
seven lines, and the whole surface was 
covered with a calculous incrustation. It 
was also filled by pins and needles of dif- 
ferent sizes. The woman rapidly reco- 
vered, without any bad symptoms remain- 
ing, and it is only a few months ago that 
L had occasion to see her, when I found 
that she had become the mother of several 
children. 


Destruction of the Stone in the Bladder. 


M. Meyrienx has lately invented an 
instrament for laying hold of a stone in 
the bladder, without any previous dilata- 
tion of the urethra, and reducing it to 
powder. The instrament consists of a 
steel tube, three lines in diameter, and 
ten inches in length, and which receives 
into its interior another tube three inches 
longer, and divided at one of its extremi- 
ties into three small tongues, which se- 
parate by their own elasticity, and ap- 
proach each other when pressed on by the 
outer tube. These support small scoops 
terminated by hooks bent inwards, so that 
the beaks which bear on the bladder do not 
injure that organ. These hooks serve to 
retain the stone, and the re-union of these 
scoops forms at the extremity of the first 
tube a kind of oval cavity. The stone 
being seized by the teeth of the instru- 
ment, M. Meyrieux sets a gimbletin action 
on it by means of the handle, which, when 
it has penetrated into the stone about four 
lines, separates when turned in a particular 
manver: two files, which terminate it, 
act on the circumfercnce of the stone, 
whilst the gimblet bores it through the 
centre. 


Chiale’s method of destroying the Stone in 


Towards the close of last year, a paper 
was read before the surgical section of 
the Academy of Medicine at Paris, by 
M. Joseph Brousseaud, an army medical 
officer, on whom M. Civiale had operated 


six times successfully. The following 
is an extract of the report on this case, 
made by M. M. Roux and Jules Cloquet. 


Confining ourselves to the fact which 
has been submitted to the Academy, we 


* Archives Generales, March. 
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878 ANIMAL MAGNETISM. 


must that it proves indubitably (as(continued vomi 
indeed bad been before proved) a | neous eruption. 


, and a severe cnta- 
adame Fructus was 


sibility of destroying in the bladder, and called, who charmed the patient to sleep, 
extracting by the urethra without any in- and ordered for her ipecacnanha, which, 
cision, and by means of straight imstra- on her aw aking, she administered hereeif. 
men's, a caleulus of small size ; that this This drng having prodaced no good effect, 
operation, although requiving to be re- some consultation took place. The som- 


peated « certain number of times, and_ 
not without some pain, ix nevertheless 


far from presenting the serions disadvan-| a recent lamb’s skin, 
tage of lithotomy; for these reasons wejend of thet hree days, 


nambulist prescribed in snecession emol- 
lient cataplasms, and the application of 
In short, at the 


return our thanks to the operated, and came on, and whilst Madam Fructus was 


encouragement to the operator, Among 
the questions which we have to examine 
in this report, that of the priority of the 
employment of straight instruments par- 
ticulatly deserves our consideration. We 
have read all that has been written for 
and against each claimant ; we have com- 
pared the dates and drawings, and have 
not yet been able to give a decided opi- 
nion. The revival of the employment ot 
straight sounds merits, in our opinion, 
the warmest encominms ; and in a paper 
on the di-solution of stones in the bladder, 
dated 1818, the drawings of the straight 
instruments are to be found; but this 
Memoir was not published, and it was in 
1822 that one of the claimants inserted 
in a journal the possibilicy and ease of 
using the straight sounds. 


THERAPEUTICS*. 
Animal Magnetism. 

Whilst the Academy of Medicine (Paris) 
was discussing the question, to know if 
magneti+m was a reality or chimera, if it 
presented advantages or dangers, the 
magnetisers were pursuing the tenour of 
their way, and treating every one who 
= faith in their pretended remedy 

at the favoured children of scula- 
pius should lose some of their practice, is 
a misfortune with which they must con- 
sole themselves; but that society should 
be deprived of one of its members by the 
andacious ignorance of Messieurs or Mes- 
dames, the somnambulists, is too serious 
an affair to be passed by unnoticed 
and unpunished. It was on this account 
(the destruction of a patient under her 
care,) that Madame Fructus was sum- 
moned to appear before the tribunal of 
justice. 

Our somnambuilist had contrived to 
= the confidence of the countess of 

——, who conceived that she had been 
properly treated by her. On the 23d of 
October last, the daughter, a girl of six- 
teen, was taken ill; she was seized with 


* Gazette de Santé, May. 


assuring the relation that these motions 
were the approach of a favourable crisis, 
the young lady expired. 


An action was brought by the friends 
against this female magnetiser, and on 
the 27th of April the case was . 
Madam F. was aceused— 


1. Of having practived medicine with- 
out proper authorization, 

2. Of having extorted different sums 
by tradulent means. 

3. OF having committed by an act of 
imprudence an unintentivval homicide. 


The accused appeared before the court 
in a neat but elegant dress, she is twenty- 
eight years, and of a beautiful figure. 


Q. You have practised the healing art? 
R. No Sir, (a laugh.) 

Q. But you prescribe remedies for 
persons who consulted you? R. Ido not re- 
collect in my awake, of what Ll have said 
and done in the state of somnambulism. 

Q. But when awake you caw distinguish 
if a person is but slightly indisposed, or if 
his state is a dangerous one? R. I have 
never made these remarks. 

M the President—Y ou see that I am in 
good health? R. Yes, in all appear- 
ance. (Laugh ) 

Q. Well, it you saw any one with the 
skin berning hot and covered with eru 
tion, wonld you take him to be ill? R. 
Certainly, Sir. 

Q. Neve.theless, you saw Mademoiselle 
P. in this situation, and you did not ad- 
vise a physician to be calledin? R. On 
the contrary, I gave this advice, but the 
young lady would not listen to it. 

Q. But at the last moment yon pre- 
tented that the young lady was experi- 
encing a favourable crisis? R. I don’t 
know what I might have said when asleep. 

Q. Can you put yourself to sleep? R. 
Yes Sir, 

Q. Have you need of any preparation 
for this? Ves, Sir, I make use of a mag- 
netised ring; moreover, Sir, my husband 
magnetises me every night, or at least as 
often as he can.—(Here the court burst 
into a fit of laughter, and many a person 
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LARYNGEAL DISEASE 


pe we have no doubt, envied the 
sitnation.) 

Several witnesses were called, some of 
whom spoke in favonr of animal magne- 
tism, and others against it; but the court 
sentenced her to six months’ imprison- 
ment, and fined her in 25/. and costs. 


HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


GUY'S HOSPITAL. 


Case of Laryngeal Disease. 


C. Randle, xt. 30, of dark complexion 
and spare habit, was admitted into 
the Hospital on 5th of April, under the 
care of Mr. Key, on account of an affec- 
tion of the larynx. The patient is a pub- 
lie singer, and says that he has observed 
a change or thickness (as he expresses 
himself) in his voice upwards of twelve- 
months. Within the last two months, 
however, he has become much worse, and 
his voice now cannot be raised higher than 
a loud whisper. He attributes his be- 
coming worse of late to the circnmstance 
of an exposure to wet and cold, which 
exposure was not accidental, but under- 
taken purposely. Having read in some 
book that this was an efficient plan of 
getting rid of a * bad cold,” he ventured 
on the experiment; the result of which 


proved, as might be expected, very unsa- 


tisfactory. 

he does not experience mach difficulty 
in deglutition, but solids are swaliowed 
more easily than liquids; the fluid pro- 
duces a tickling sensation, and excites 
coughing. Sometimes, alter a violent fit 
of conghing and straining, he brings up a 
quantity of blood, but usnalty spits patches 
ot a muco-puruient fluid. Eruetation, 
which is frequent with him, occasions a 
most distressing pain. 

He has had for some time, shooting 
pains extending from the throat towards 
the ears. On making pressure upon the 
sides of the thyroid cartilage, great pain 
is occasioned. The epiglottis can be felt 
by passing the finger far back into the 
= but it does not appear to be thick- 


The patient has had no venereal affec- 
tion for many years. The mouth has been 
made sore by mercury a short time before 
asmission, tor the disease in the throat; 

and leeches have also been ap- 


plied, and upon one occasion, by the di- 
rection of Sir Astley Cooper, the avula 
was cut. 

The patient’s countenance has a sallow 
unhealthy appearance, and is in some de- 
gree indicative of distress. Although he 
has trequent fits of coughing, it does not 
appear that the disease extends to the 
bronchia. The sound in the chest is 
healthy, whilst in the throat we have a 
noise referrible to constriction about the 
larynx. ‘The patient refers his pain and 
sense of constriction accurately to the 
upper part of the larynx. The pulse is 
not accelerated ; he has restless nights, 
appetite detective, and bowels regular. 


On the following day after the patient's 
admission, Mr. Key directed the applica- 
tion of a blister to the throat. This did 
not afford mach relief, but nothing further 
was done until the 11th, when the patient 
was seen by Sir Astley Cooper. 

Having accurately inquired into the 
symptoms of the case, Sir Astley ob- 
served, that it was his opinion there was 
ulceration of the parts about the glottis. 
These cases, he observed, appeared to be 
bat little under the control of medicine, 
and in general had a fatal termination. 
A plan had lately been adopted in the 
treatment of these cases by Mr. Vance, 
which be had been assured was highly 
beneficial ; it consisted in the application 
of a solution of the nitrate of silver to the 
part affected. On the question being 
proposed as to the propriety of adminis- 


tering mercury, so as to produce a de- 
|eided effect, Sir Astiey remarked, that 
|he considered the exhibition of mereury 
in cases of ulceration of the larynx, to be 
|highly injurious, and that in most cases 
the disease would be rapidly accelerated 
thereby. There were some cases of thick- 
ening of the parts about the larynx, the 
result of inflammation, in which mercury 
was a most valuable remedy. The follow- 
ing plan was decided upon in the case 
under consideration : 


Ten grains of Dover's powder,to be taken 
at bed time; 
Five grams of Plummer’s pill, at bed 
time. 
A solution of nitrate of silver, prepared 
by dissolving two grains of the salt in an 


ounce of water, to be applied to the part 
daily, by means of a probang. 


April 16. The solution has been seve- 
ral times used, but without producing any 
particular effect. The appliration does 
not give pain, nor occasion coughing. The 
symptoms continue unrelieved; except 


that the patient bas better nights. 
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$80 FUNGOID DISEASE OF THE PALATE. 


26. The solution bas been rly 
in our last re » has 

no effect. Mr. Key aon directed the 
strength of the solution to be increased 
to four grains of the nitrate of silver in 
an ounce of water. The patient’s health 
appears to decline; the tenderness on 
re continues, and the muco-purn- 
t expectoration occasionally tinged 

with blood, The pills are continued. 


May4. He is evidently getting worse, 
looks more emaciated, coughs more fre- 
quently, and ditficulty of degiutition in- 
creased. The application of the solution 
to be discontinued, and a seton to be in- 
serted by the side of the trachea. An 
opiate linctus directed for the cough. 


10. From the period of our last report, 
the patient bas continued much the same ; 
his general health has evidently suffered 
much since his admission into the Hospi- 
tal, and the disease in the throat, it is to 
be feared, is progressively increasing. 
Soon after this report, the patient left the 
Hospital for the purpose of going to the 
sea-side. 

Fungoid disease of the Palate. 

M. A. Simpson, etat. 36, of sallow com- 
plexion, and very unhealthy appearance, 
came into the Hospital on 6th of May, 
undec the care of Mr. Morgan, on account 
of disease of the palate. 

The patient is a poor illiterate woman, 
and gives but an indistinct account of the 
origin of her complaint. She says that 
about two months ago she was attacked 
with violent lancinating pain in the head, 
and on the right side of the face ; this 
continued for some time and she had oc- 
casional bleedings from the nose. Shortly 
after the face began to swell, the pain 
continuing of a most excruciating kind ; 
there was now bleeding from the gum of 
the right upper jaw. The patient says 
that she had a violent blow on the face, 
about twelve months before the com- 
emencement of the pain. 


These are the only particulars we could 
elicit from the poor woman, as to the his- 
tory of her disease. The present ap- 
pearances of the disease are as follow : 
there is an irregular fungous growth, ex- 
tending from the first bicuspid tooth to 
the end of the jaw, on the right side. The 
inner edge of the fungous growth is well 
defined, and extends to the medial roof of 
the mouth. 

In the centre of the fungus is a dark 
brown slough, and the parts have a very 
offensive smell. There is a great swelling 


and of the right side of the 
face, the right eye is evidently much 
protruded, occasioned (Mr. Morgan 
poses) by the disease extending into 
antrum, and thus g up the floor of 
the orbit. There is great be a 
pressing the cheek, although some of the 
parts ot the face are benumbed. There is 
a bloody discharge from the nose if blown 
hard, and the diseased in the mouth 
bleed much if disturbed. 

The teeth about the diseased being 
quite loose, Mr. Morgan directed them to 
be removed and the tollowing medicine 


Plummer’s pill, 5 grains ; 
to be taken at bed time. 

The dilute nitric acid lotion to be used 
as a gargle to the parts in the mouth. 


Mr. Morgan did not appear to be de. 
cided as to the malignant nature of the 
disease, intimating that the fungous growth 
probably originated from simple irritation. 


(These notes were made a few days af- 
ter the patient’s admission.) 

30. On visiting the patient inden, we 
find that the disease has increased toa 
most alarming degree, within the last four 
days. The fungous growth in the mouth 
has now acquired such a magnitude, that 
the functions of deglutition and respira- 
tion are mach impeded. She suffers most 
excruciating pain, obtaining but little 
rest. Mr. Morgan directed opium in 
pills to be given, but she was unable to 
swallow them. Laudanum was therefore 
given, which had the effect of producing 
a temporary alleviation of pain. There 
has been considerable hemorrhage from 
the parts, at different times. 

June 3. The patient continues in the 
same state ; the fungus has not materially 
increased since our last report. It is evi- 
dent, however, that death will oer 
anend to her protracted and irremedi 


sufferings. 


The patients admitted by Mr. Morgan, 
on the 24th of May, laboured under the 
following diseases : 

Males.—Superficial fungus of the tes- 
ticle ; disease of the knee-joint ; lum- 
bago; strumous ophthalmia; cataract; 
iritis ; disease of the heart. 


The case of diseased testicle does not 
resent any thing remarkable, the fungus 


s small, although of three months stand- 
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STRUMOLS OPHTHALMIA.—IMPETIGO. 


ing, and the greater portion of the testi- 
cle is free from disease. Mr. Morgan has 
directed the ion of caustic te the 
fungus. 


The disease of the knee-joint occurs in a 
delicate looking iad, about 17 years of 
age; it consisted in a swelling and tender- 
ness of the parts about the joints, and has 
been relieved leeches and counter- 
irritants. The d was of about six 
weeks’ standing, and came on withoui any 
evident cause. 


The case of (or as Mr. Mor- 
gan somewhat fancituily styles it ‘ chronic 
inflammation of the lumbar fascia,"’) has 
been relieved by cupping, the application 
of blisters and purgative medicines. 


isease 


Strumous This d 
occurs in an unhealthy child, six years of 


age. The vascularity of the eyes was not 
much increased, but there was that into- 
lerance of light which forms such a 
striking characteristic of strumous in- 
flammation of the eye. On the right 
cornea wasasmallulcer. The treatment 


employed, and which has entirely removed 
the disease, was as follows: 

Leeches to the temples, and a large blis- 
ter at the back of the neck. Two grains 
of calomel and three grains of rhubarb, 


twice a week. 


In the case of cataract, the patient is 
about 60 years of age ; both eyes are af- 
fected. The disease is - eighteen months’ 
standing, the power of vision very slight 
and the irides obedient to light. , 


Mr. Morgan operated for the extraction 
of the lens of the left eye on Saturday. 
The cataract proved to be of a firm kind. 
There was one circumstance attendant on 
the operation which is worthy of notice, 


namely, the escape of a large portion of 


the vitreous humour, which immediately 
followed the completion of the incision 
through the cornea. 


The case of iritis is not severe. The 
disease of the heart is a very interesting 
case, and will probably prove fatal. We 
shall therefore reserve our report of this 
case, until some future time. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


Case of Impetigo.— Sparse. 


The following case of impetigo may serve 
to illustrate or rather to confirm the opi- 
nions as to the obstinate and intractable 
nature of the disease. The treatment 
employed in this case by Dr. Elliotson 
differed from that usually adopted ; it con- 
sisted principally in repeated biood-let- 
tings, and the exhibition of calomel. It 
will be seen, however, from the report, 
that only a slight amelioration was pro- 
duced from this plan of treatment. 


J. Lewis, wxtat. 15, a painter, and 
a healihy looking lad, was admitted 
into King’s- ward, on Feb. 9th, under the 
care of Mr. Tyrrell, but was subsequently 
transferred to Dr, Elliotson. 

He has had for twelve months, an erup- 
tive disease on his legs and thighs. On 
the parts affected there is a deep diffused 
redness, covered here and there with thin 
scales of a yellowish colour. The red 
part uncovered by the scales, (which is 
new cuticle) is rough, harsh and ary, and 
feels very hot; there are also fissures 
with an ichorous exudation. On ex- 
amining the parts closely, we see a few 
pustules scattered over the part ; they are 
small, and apparently contain a yellowish 
fluid. The patient has laboured under 
the disease about twelve months, he com- 
plains much of a smarting itching, and 
burning heat in the parts. The skin is 
universally dry, and bowels somewhat 
constipated. 


On the 11th, the patient was seen by 
Dr. Elliotson, who ordered him to be 
bled from the arm, to the amount of 
twelve ounces, and to take three graius 
of calomel twice aday. Zinc ointment to 
ys applied to the parts affected. Milk 

iet. 

14. Repeat the venesection. 


21. The patient says, that there is less 
itching and heat in the parts ; there is no 
apparent amendment. He omitted the 
pills several days, in consequence of 
ptyalism being produced, but now con- 
tiuues them. 

25. Much the same; mouth again sore. 
Omit the pills for the present, and repeat 
the venesection. 


28. The itching is almost intolerable at 
scales 


night, when warm in bed. 
have fallen off, but the cuticle is left 


‘rough, red and brittle. There is a co- 
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382 HYPOPIUM. 


pious exhndation of a watery fluid from| giss. 


various fissures in the cnticle. The oint- 
ment appears to have increased the in- 
flammatory condition of the parts. 


Repeat the venesection. 


March 1. Since the last report, the 
ointment has been omitted, and cloths 
wet with distilled water have been ap- 

ied to the parts affected. There is less 

eat and itching, the patient's hands are 
swollen, 

8. The swelling of the hands hae 
abated. The paris are nearly free from 
scales, and the redness is much lessened. 
Small pustules continue to form, which 
burst and discharge an ichorous fluid. 
He was bled yesterday to eight ounces, 
and takes the calomel only at bed-time. 

16. Very little change in the appear- 
ance of the parts. Contin. remedia. 


20. Much the same. 


28. Eight ounces of blood to be taken 
from the arm. The heat, smarting and 
itching continue. 


April 5. The parts are nearly free from 
acales, but the cuticle remains harsh, it 
cracks, and then an ichorous matter ex- 
udes, which becoming dry, forms a scale. 
The scales then fall off, the discharge 
again takes place and another scale is 
formed. Jn this manner the process is 
again and again repeated, and the dis- 
ease as it were perpetuated. The oxyd 
of zinc in powder has been sprinkled 
over the parts for the last few days. The 
mouth is now sore trom the mercury 
which he takes until this effect is pro- 
duced, and then omits for a short time. 


15. Not much improvement in the 
disease : equal parts of the oxyd of zine 
- wd of starch, to be applied to the erup- 


18. Venesection to the amount of ten 
ounces. A lotion of the super-acetate of 
lead to the parts affected, 

22. Venesection repeated to twelve 
ounces. The calomel has not been taken 
lately. Dr. Elliotson directed 3 grains to 
be taken at bed-time. The disease some 
what improved, there being less heat and 
exhudation. 

25. The calomel to be taken twice a- 
day, and distilled water used as a lo- 
tion. 

28. The month somewhat affected by 
mercury. Half a grain of opium to be 
taken twice a day, and the blood-iettin 
to be repeated. 

May 2. A lotion of the oxymuriate o! 
mercury to be applied to the parts, and 


. of infusion of cwtechu to be taken 
twice a-day. 

9. The yellow lotion, composed of oxy- 
muriate and lime-water, directed 
as an application. One seruple of quick- 
silver with chalk, to be taken at bed-time 


From the date of this last report, the 
patient remained in the hospital until the 
2ist of May, when he was dismissed at 
his own request. He was considerably 
relieved whea he leit the hospital. 


wi leeration of the 


8. Cook, etat. 56, a man of intemperate 
habits, was admitted into Edward's 
ward on the 27th of April, under the care 
of Mr. J. H. Green, on account of disease 
of the right eye. 

The patient states that about three 
weeks since, some dirt was thrown into 
his eye. From this time the eve became 
inflamed, and exceedingly paintul, but he 
continued to live irregularly, and had no 
profesional advice until about a week be- 
tore his admission, when Mr. Tyrrell saw 
him. He was cupped, and took calomel 
with opium. 

On examining the eye, we find such 
an excessive state of vascularity that 
what is commonly called the * white of 
the eye,” may not unaptly be compared 
to a piece of scarlet cloth, There is a 
distinct elevation of the conjunctiva to 
be observed around the base of the trans- 
parent cornea. And the cornea itself 
has a deadened ashy appearance. There 
is a yellowish deposit at the bottom of the 
anterior chamber, of an irregular form; 
above this, the iris can only be very 
taintly distinguished through the cornea, 
owing to its opacity. w~ 

There is burning heat, and pain in the 
eye, with exces-ive tenderness on pres- 
sure. The power of vision is very slight. 
The patient is restless and feverish. 
There is no ulcer on the external surface 
of the cornea. 

(This case noted in Mr. Green’s book, 
by himself, “ Inflammation of the Con- 


junctiva!!"’) 


The following plan was directed on the 
day after the patient's admission . 

April 28. Cupping on the temples to 
the amount of twelve ounces. A tepid 
fomentation of poppies to be applied to 
the eye. 

Calomel, 1 grain ; 
Dover's powder, 5 grains ; 
to be taken at bed-time. 
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OPERATION OF LITHOTOMY. 


29. There is a bulging forward of the 
rornea at its lower part. The other 
symptoms continue; cupping did not 
afford much relief ™ 

May 1. There is a small opening 
through the lower part of the cornea, 
from which portions of coagul ible lymph 
are discharge!. The remaining portion 
of the hypopium appears to be small, and 
there is no remarkable distension of the 
eye. The vascularity is somewhat les- 
sened, and there is less pain. 


Mr. Green made an incision with a 
lancet through the lower part of the 
cornea; the coagulable lymph which 
esraped, was fonnd to be very firm, and 
not large in quantity, 


Mr. Green bound down the eye-lid 
with a roller, liying over it a compress of 
wet linen rags in a similar manner to the 
closure of an eye after the operation of 
extracting a Cataract. 


8. The cornea retains its dull appear- 
ance, and a small portion of matter sis- 
charges from the opening in the cornea. 
There is less vascularity of the eye, and 
the pain is diminished. The bandage and 
compress were removed to-day. A blister 
was directed te be applied to the temple, 
and kept open by means of Savin cerate. 


6. There is a bulging forward of the 
flap of the cornea formed by the incision, 
and also a slight protrusion of a brownish 
coloared sabstance, The power of vision 
is quite gone; the eye still continues very 
vascu ar. 

10. The projecting body has increased 
in size, and it is now apparent that it is a 
portion of the ivis which has fallen down 
through the opening of the cornea, made 
by Mr. Green for the purpose of evacn- 
ating the matter of the hypopium. The 
edges of the wound of course not remain- 
ing agglutinated. Continue the pills. 


14. The projecting portion of the iris 
is not mach larger; there is a good deal 
ot pain and irtitation in the eve, with 


great vascularity. No further remedies 


have been adopted. 


From the date of the last report to the 
Sist of May, the protrasion went on gra- 
duatly mereasing. There was no other 
change took place in the appearance ot 
the eye during this time, and the only 
plan adopted waste touch the part once 
with lunar camstic. 

Mr. Travers’ opinion was now request- 
ed on the case; the tumour had at- 
tained such « size, that it protruded in 
some degree between the lids. It was of 
an elongated form, and surrounded or 


girt atits base by a circle of cornea. Mr. 
Travers said it was a case of staphyloma 
of the iris, and ed its removal 
by excision. 

The patient, however, at the date of 
this report, June 5, remains in the Hos- 
pital, nothing having yet been done for 
him. Of course the measure proposed is 
only nudertaken with a view of removing 
a source of irritation, the power of vision 
being entirely gone. 


Mr. Green admitted the following cases 
into the Hospital on 18th of May: 


Males—Porvigo; ulcer of the lip (ma- 
lignant ?) ; iritix; hydrocele ; two cases 
of alcer on the leg; chronic inflammation 
of knee joint; sprained knee; disease of 
the tarsus (leg amputated, May 25) ; can- 
cer of the scrotum. 

Females —Suppurating bursa of knee 
joint; suppnration of finger; inflamma- 
tion of the knee joint; stricture of the 
rectum, 


These cases are for the most uninterest- 


Cancer of the Scrotum.—This is a case 
of that peculiar and malignant disease, 
chimney sweeper’s cancer, The patient 
has followed the business of chimney 
sweeper for many years; he is about 40 
years of age, and the present disease is 
of three years standing. The disease in 
this case, contrary to its usual course, 
did not commence at the lower part of 
the scrotum, but began in the integu- 
ments of the scrotum, immediately be- 
neath the penis, and has extended round 
the lower part of that organ. 


The case of stricture of the rectum we 
shall give on a future occasion. . 


Operation of Lithotomy. 


On Friday, June 2d, Mr. Travers ope- 
rated on a boy about three years oll. The 
calculus was of about the size of a apar- 
row's egg; it was readily extracted, and 
the operation was altogether well per- 
formed, The time occupied in making 
the incisions and extracting the stone, 
was about two minntes and a half. The 
patient is doing well. 
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ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


Case of Sloughing Phagedena. 


Mary Martin, the subject of this dis- 
ease, is 19 years of age, and of a light 
complexion. She was admitted into Pa- 
tience Ward, on Thursday the 4th of May, 
under the care of Mr. Lawrence. She 
has a deep, dark, and foul excavated sore, 
with and uneven edges, immedi- 
ately beiow the inferior commissure of the 
vulva. The ulceration is about the size of 
the palm of the hand, of a somewhat cir- 
cular form, and emitting a most offen- 
sive odour. comes from the neigh- 
bourhood of Featherstone Buildings.* 
A slight degree of dark-coloured inflam- 
mation surrounds the ulcer. The girl 
states that about a fortnight since a large 
bieb arose just below the vulva, which soon 
broke, then the sore degenerated into 
its present condition. Poultices have been 
the only applications hitherto resorted to, 
although she had been under the care of 
a medical man in town. She had also a 
discharge from the vagina, which she had 
about a week previous to the breaking out 
of the sore. Twelve months since she 
had a bubo, but it was unaccompanied by 
any sores, and in a short time it got well. 
Her present symptoms are severe ; she 
complains of pain occasioned by the ul- 
cer as excessively acute; she has also 
head-ache, and a small and frequent pulse. 
The tongue is clean and moist ; bowels 


open. 

She has a flushed cheek, and is pre- 
vented having any rest at night from the 
pain which she constantly endures. 


Mr. Lawrence directed that the whole 
surface of the sore should be freel 
touched with the concentrated nitric-acid, 
and dry lint to be applied over it: and to 
take if necessary, 15 or 20 drops of 
—— after the application of the 


* It is a singular fact, that no cases of 
venereal sloughing phagedena have been 
admitted into this Hospital for a length 
of time past, except from one of the 
vilest sinks of iniquity in this metropolis, 
Swan Alley in East Smithfield, or its im- 
mediate neighbourhood, with the excep- 
tion, however, of the present case. Why 
venereal sores breaking out in this dis- 
trict should almost invariably assume such 
a peculiarly destructive character, is a 


SLOUGHING PHAGEDENA.—FEMORAL ANEURISM. 


after the acid was i 


6. Shortly 
she took 15 drops of laudanum, ina. 


few hours expressed herself as feeling 
some sleep. To day expresses 
rself as being free from pain, and she 
is altogether much improved. Dry lint 
continues to be kept applied to ul- 
cer. 


8 The sloughs occasioned by the 
nitric-acid have now separated, and the 
surface J gg me a florid and healthy as- 
pect. discharge from the vagina 
continues profuse. The dry lint is all 
thatis at present employed to the wound. 
She sleeps well at night, and takes her 
food with an appetite. Pulse 90. Tongue 
slightiy leaded | Bowels open. 


[To be continued.] 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


The Case of Femoral Aneurism. (Con- 
tinued from page 96.) 


It is unnecessary for us to trouble our 
readers with a detail of all the particular 
symptoms that occurred in this case 
since our former report, It may be suf- 
ficient to state, that since the operation, 
the tumour has been gradually enlarging, 
the pulsation stronger, and the consti- 
tutional disturbance day after day in- 


creasing. 

On the 2ist of April, these symptoms 
became so urgent as evidently to prog- 
nosticate a speedy termination to the pa- 
tient’s sufferings. There was a phleg- 
monons efflorescence extending from the 
aneurism towards the back part of the 
thigh ; the patient complained of much 
painin the tumour, her pulse was very 
quick and irritable; but those symptoms 
which appeared to us so urgent, were 
reckoned of no very material importance 
to the wise fraternity, and the result of 
the ** Dowager’s” collective wisdom was 
that they would not make a wound in 
another part before the other was healed. 

In this miserable state, one! two!! 
three!!! days more were added to 
the life of Lydia Brown; when, early 
on the morning of the fourth, about 
two o clock, the nurse called the house- 
surgeon ina great hurry, who found his 
patient a lifeless corpse, deluged 


problem which remains to be solved. 
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